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COMMUNITY BOARD TEN GUESTS 

Date: March 15,2010,7:15 pm Subject: Board Meeting; Norwegian Christian Home 

PLEASE PROVIDE AS MUCH INFORMATION AS POSSIBLE. THANK YOU. 
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appropriate action would be. He said that this was discussed at length and there are many places we have to look: 
the owner, the architect, the attorney, the Department of Buildings, and the Self Certification process. We have 
to understand that this is a learning experience for us. He strongly believes that the Councilman should look at 
this very carefully and appropriate action must be taken. BM McCone asked whether or not Harbor Fitness was 
issued any violations by DOB, and was informed that they were not because they did have permits to do the 
work. 

BM Romero took issue with the notion that the owners or Harbor Fitness were not informed or misinformed by 
the professionals that they hired. She stated that having been through the process of renovating, she does not 
believe that Harbor Fitness was not advised, had no inkling or was that naive and did not understand what was 
happening. Zoning Chair Harrison stated that he wanted to be clear that everyone has to be looked at so we can 
understand what happened; that there has to be a review and wherever there is responsibility, if there is 
responsibility, it should absolutely be assessed and if there are penalties, penalties should be assessed. 

BM Grimaldi remarked that this is another indication of how poorly self certification works and that in our 
review or letter, this should be emphasized. Chair Seminara recommended we discuss whether or not to support 
the motion to recommend the approval as written. BM Kieran recommended that language be used to assure a 
response from the DOB. Chair Seminara explained that there are two separate motions: the first, to approve to 
legalization of the enlargement; and the second, that we have an inquiry into as to why this happened. Vice Chair 
Kieran suggested joining the two motions together. Zoning Chair Harrison stated that, from a process point of 
view, we cannot approve the enlargement subject to them conducting an investigation; that it is two separate 
issues. Chair Seminara suggested that a letter describing what happened be sent to the Department of Buildings 
who issued the permit. To get to the BSA you need to have an objection from DOB. She suggested the letter go 
to the DOB and to the BSA - the agency that was stepped over, and then we do the inquiry. BM Cassara asked 
what happens if we don't approve it. Zoning Chair Harrison pointed out, as mentioned last month, that Harbor 
Fitness has amended their application. Last month it was an application basically for a variance or special permit. 
This month they have amended it "to make legal". They are legalizing the condition that already exists. It will 
basically accomplish the same thing from our point of view. BM Ahl asked whether or not the Committee 
approved their application, and was told that ZALUC had approved it. 

Motion: To approve the application to legalize an existing condition at 9215 4th Avenue Harbor Fitness. 27 
in favor, 8 opposed; 1 recusal - BM Stelter. Motion carried. 

Motion: To send a letter to CM Gentile explaining the facts of the application for 9215 4th Avenue, Harbor 
Fitness, to determine how this occurred and request that appropriate action be taken. BM Grimaldi added a 
friendly amendment to the motion that the Department of Buildings be notified, the BSA be notified and the 
Licensing Bureau for the architect which is the State Department of Education be notified. 35 in favor of the 
friendly amendment to the motion, 1 recusal - BM Stelter. Amendment accepted. 

Motion: To send a letter to eM Gentile explaining the facts of the application for 9215 4th Avenue, Harbor 
Fitness, to determine how this occurred and request that appropriate action be taken. Also to be notified 
are the Department of Buildings, the BSA, and the Licensing Bureau for the architect which is the State 
Department of Education. 34 in favor; 1 opposed - BM Harrison; 1 recusal- BM Stelter. Motion carried. 

Zoning Chair Harrison discussed his belief that we should let someone else review this case who is better 
equipped to do this kind of investigation, make a determination and go on to take appropriate action, when 
necessary. It seems as if we are pointing out this one, this one and this one, and we are not even sure we should 
be aiming it there. Chair Seminara tried to resolve his concern by saying we will notify the fact that it did happen 
and then go ahead and request an investigation. 
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CHAIR'S REPORT - See Attached 

DISTRICT MANAGER'S REPORT - See Attached 

TREASURER'S REPORT - See Attached 

COMMITTEE REPORTS 

TRAFFIC AND TRANSPORTATION COMMITTEE 

In the matter of a request to name the southwest comer of 14th Avenue and 77th Street "Dr. Giacomo J. Buscaino 
Place" the Committee Report and Recommendation was rendered by T&T Chair Cruz. See Attached. The 
applicant's presentation was made by Mrs. Buscaino and her son, Jack. Committee Motion and 
Recommendation: To approve the street naming request for "Dr. Giacomo J. Buscaino Way" at the southwest 
comer of 14th Avenue and 77th Street. Motion affirmed by BM Mary Quinones. No discussion. 

Motion: To approve the street naming request for "Dr. Giacomo J. Buscaino Place" at the southwest 
corner of 14th Avenue and 77th Street. All in favor; motion carried unanimously. 

In the matter of aggressive driving and pedestrian safety, the Committee Report and Recommendation was 
rendered by T&T Chair Cruz. See Attached. The Committee voted unanimously to request that a subcommittee 
be established to focus on the issue of pedestrian safety. This committee would include CB 10 members and 
resident members. 

Motion by BM Romero, second by BM Cassara: CB 10 to form a subcommittee to discuss pedestrian safety. 
Discussion followed. BM Gross stated that he had done some research with the Borough President's office on 
members of the public serving on subcommittees and urged that the members of this new subcommittee be non­
voting members. Chair Seminara will consider his comment. BM Fontas, as a point of order, said that according 
to our By Laws, we do not have subcommittees that include non board members; we have standing and select 
committees. Chair Seminara said this will be a select committee. BM Mary Quinones asked why members of 
the select committee should be non-voting members. BM Gross replied that when he spoke with Carlo Scissura 
from the Borough President's Office he was advised that voting community members serving on other boards 
was found to be a problem. BM Mary Quinones said that she is a voting member on several committees on 
Community Board 7 and there has never been a problem. Chair Seminara will look into the matter and advise. 
BM Romero recommended that the Committee also look at pedestrian causes, as pedestrians often walking out 
into the street between parked cars, and not look just to blame drivers. BM Stelter brought up bicyclists. Chair 
Seminara stated that all aspects will be discussed at the committee level. . 

Motion: To form a Select Committee to focus on traffic and transportation and pedestrian safety. All in 
favor; motion carried unanimously. 

T&T Chair Cruz announced that the next T&T meeting will be held on March 18th at the request of the TBTA. 
She then introduced BM Cassara who discussed the subway mural campaign. See Attached. 

Discussion followed regarding the Art Panel who will be selecting the winner/artist out of the five finalists and 
the possibility of opening up the process to our community as to what will go into the 86th Street Station. Motion 
by BM Cassara; second by BM Pulaski: Community Board 10 to write to the Art Panel to request that 
Community Board 10 have a more active role in choosing the final design as to what is placed in the station. 
Discussion continued and BM Mary Quinones asked if we were talking about the community at large to have 
input, or Community Board 10. Chair Seminara clarified that we are talking about Community Board 10. BM 
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Processto get a stop sign or traffic signal.
 

Stephanie Giovinco detailed recent stop sign requests that were denied.
 

When Bay Ridge and Dyker Heights were rezoned, was there and EAS report?
 

The ideas continued.
 

The committee agreed that there is a need to work on this issue and is pleased to have so
 

many members of the community willing to work with the board.
 

The committee voted unanimously to request that a Sub-committee be established to focus 

on the issue of pedestrian safety. This committee would include CB10members and resident 

members. 

The next meeting of the T&T committee will be on March 18th to discuss the dismantling of 

the Brooklyn bound (unused) toll booths on the V-Z bridge. 

Respectfully submitted 

~zN8i 
March 15, 2010 
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86th Street Station Arts Selection 
CB 10 Board Meeting
 

March 15,2010
 
by
 

Board Member, Bob Cassara
 

On Wednesday, March 10,2010, I attended a meeting of the MTA"Arts Selection 
Panel" regarding the 86th Street Station. 

This meeting was to select five finalists, one ofwhich will create the art panels 
which will be installed in the 86th Station Mezzanine. No art work will be installed 
on the track walls opposite the center platform of the station. However, I believe 
there will be art work on the rear of each stair case leading to the platform. 

Attending this meeting was Amy Housemann, MTA Assistant Director for Arts, 
Lydia Bradshaw, Manager Arts for Transit; Melissa Farley, Assistant Director, 
Capital Program Management, NYCT and four other arts voting members as well 
as other MTA personnel. 

"Arts for Transit" has been in existence for 25 years. To date, they have completed 
215 projects in the NYC Transit, Metro North and the LIRR. They will choose the 
artist that will design the artwork for the station. They will take the 5 semifinalist 
into the community to get a first hand view of our area. The Arts for Transit panel 
will reconvene at the end ofApril to select a finalist. The materials that will be 
utilized in the mosaics will be durable and should last indefinitely. 

In 1898 the subway builders created materials and designs that have lasted the test 
of time. The materials included white tiles and mosaics. That is what will be used 
in the 86th Street Station Project. It was noted that the level of detail for any 
particular project is dependant on the budget. 

The art selected is Site and Time specific. As an example, the 36th street station 
mezzanine was done in the WPA style of the 1930 period. 



• 

Panel Process: 

As I said, "Arts for Transit," selects the art work for the transit projects and 1% of 
the project money goes to them for their work. In the case of the 86th Street 
Station, I believe $11,000,000 is appropriated for this project; therefore they will 
get $110,000 for their work. 

The two walls opposite the station platform will be using track wall panels, 
which will include white tiles on the lower section ofeach panel. The upper 
section, about 1 foot high, will have a mosaic tile pattern with the 86th station 
lettering in it as did the original design. The track walls are not a place for art 
work, primarily because ofmaintenance issues. 

At the conclusion ofthe meeting the panelists selected five finalists and one 
alternate from the 46 artists out of the 300 submissions. Each artist submitted five 
samples of their work. 

By mid week the five finalists and one alternate will be invited to join a Bay Ridge 
tour to look at the 86th Street station, the surrounding area and to look at some 
significant sites in Bay Ridge. They will then be asked to produce drawings of the 
art that they propose to be placed in the 86th Station. The actual art panels will be 
comprised ofmulticolored mosaics. 

The Art Panel will reconvene on April, 29 to select the winner/artist. 

I was delighted to be asked to attend this meeting and that I was asked by "Arts for 
Transit" for my opinion in their selection process but the fmal vote on the five 
finalists was done by the Arts Panel ofArtists. I as a community representative 
was not allowed to vote. Personally, I believe that we should have had more 
people from our community on this panel with full voting rights! What will be 
selected will be in our community for a very long time and this art does need to 
represent the wishes of the Bay Ridge residents. I was happy with only one ofthe 
finalists selected. 

f'"011() itJ 
I believe that this board should make a Fef30Sftl and take a vote on opening up this 
process to our community this needs to be done soon ifwe are to have any 
significant input or say in this process. 
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Community Board 10
 
Zoning and Land Use Committee
 

Report Date: March 15,2010 
ZALUC Meeting Date: March 4,2010 
Subject:Areo, sidewalk cafe 

Zaluc met out of quorum on March 4 to consider Areo's request for a renewal of its sidewalk 
cafe for two years at 84th and Third. 

This was our first opportunity to use our new system whereby a Sidewalk Cafe sub-committee of 
three, chaired by Ron Gross and joined by Anne Falutico and Fran Vella Maronedid the heavy 
lifting before the full committee meeting and then reported to us through Ron. 

This worked well and sped things up. There were no police or local complaints and the owner 
agreed to again abide by their agreement not to abuse their valet parking which they had done in 
the past. 

Because there was no quorum, the committee does cannot recommend and we do need a vote 
from the floor to approve. However, I note that we were only one shy of a quorum and among 
those presnt the feeling was unanimous that we should approve the renewal 



Community Board 10
 
Zoning and Land Use Committee
 

Report Date: March 15,2010 
ZALUC Meeting Date: March 4, 2010 
Subject: Century 21Nalet Parking 

Zaluc met in quorum on March 4 to discuss Century 21's garage as a solution for parking woes 
on 3d Avenue. This report is informational. 

When Century 21 sought a parking garage this Board granted the variance on the specific 
condition that Century would agree that the garage could be used by valet parking businesses to 
reduce congestion on the avenues, particularly 3d. Recently DM Beckmann called Century 21 
and they affirmed their commitment to that pledge. 

This garage contains almost 300 spaces. That's almost 15 blocks of parking, enough to clear 
Third Avenue from 90th Street to 75th Street. Before this lot was in blueprints you may recall the 
news repoprts and the angst caused by the proliferation of valet parking. CB 10 would call for 
parking enforcement and the business community would squawk there was no place to put the 
cars. When this lot was proposed it was this Board's concept and idea that it could be part of a 
solution to the problem and Century 21 was happy to oblige. Our idea was supported by the 
merchant groups then. So, during its planning and construction we laid off the enforcement bid 
But it is important to note that this plan was the principal reason for our support of the variance 
requested. We carefully incorporated it in as a condition of the variance .. 

But now it is built. And, as we promised the community then we must now make good on that 
promise and start steering those valet vehicles to Century 21. If we don't our polan will just be 
seen as another boondoggle. Cars cannot be double parked endlessly in front of the restaurants 
and the free ride must be over. ZALUC is not yet ready to make a proposal but, in the next 
month or two ZALUC will present a plan to educate the valet users that we expect them to make 
arrangements with Century to promptly park their cars there and, after a reasonable adjustment 
period we will ask the police to start vigorous enforcement efforts to stop the double parking. 



Meeting - Parks, Cultural Affairs, Communications, Public Relations (PCAP) 

The Parks, Cultural Affairs, Communications and Public Relations Committee met on 
March 8,.2010 to discuss several issues. In attendance were Committee Chair, Michael J. 
Festa, Committee members Greg Ahl, Salvatore Girgenti, Scott Klein, Jim O'Dea, 
Eleanor Schiano and CB 10 Chairwoman, Joanne Seminara. We did not have a quorum. 

The matter of the missing fence on Shore Road Park, vicinity of 75th to 77th Street, was 
briefly discussed. Since the tornado of August 2007, two 20 foot sections of fence are 
missing, and have been replaced by plastic mesh netting. The Committee unanimously 
approved that letter be sent by the Community Board to the Park Department bringing 
this to light, and requesting a status report. 

The matter of the fencing around the High School of Telecommunications was discussed. 
The trailers have been removed, but the metal fencing still remains. Jim O'Dea, who has 
been following this matter for years, agreed to contact the contractors for this project, 
Saratoga Engineers, to get an update. 

Community member Girgenti advised us that a tree limb at the Dyker Golf Course was 
hanging precariously over the 9th hole. Efforts to secure the removal went unheeded. 
The Committee advised that he should call 311 and unanimously agreed that the District 
Office should immediately contact the necessary parties to have this dangerous condition 
removed. 

With regard to Communications, Public Relations and Cultural Affairs, several matters 
were discussed: 

•	 A "meet and greet" of newer Community Board members, perhaps going back 
three years. It was suggested that several speakers, perhaps members of the 
Executive Committee, provide insight as to the function of the Community Board 
and its members, as well as a tour of the District Office. Light dessert and 
refreshments would be served. Chair Festa will follow-up with office to 
feasibility and dates. 

•	 A table and canopy set up outside the District Office during the upcoming Fifth 
Avenue Festival in June. Provide hand-outs to neighbors, including a one-page 
Community Board "resource guide". Committee member Klein to follow-up on 
the resource guide, and Committee member Ahl to follow-up on securing the 
canopy. 

•	 Create a "bumper" or "window sticker" that provides the web address of the 
Community Board. This can be handed out during street festivals, General Board 
meetings, and held for visitors to the District Office. Committee member Girgenti 
to follow-up. 



•	 Community Board 10 Chairwoman, Joanne Seminara, suggested a "Bay Ridge 
Bike Tour", to provide residents with means of seeing different parts of Bay 
Ridge, while meeting and interacting with Community Board members and 
elected officials. 

•	 Committee Member Girgenti suggested that the Board reach out to the local 
newspapers, perhaps initiating a column describing the function of a Community 
Board. It was added that the column could even highlight a Board member in 
each article. 

•	 The Committee members discussed revisiting the web page, and see how many 
hits we receive during a week. 

mJ~?~6) 
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Police and Public Safety Committee Report of March 15,2010 

The Police and Public Safety Committee met on Thursday, March 11th at the Community Board 
Office at 7:00 PM. We met to discuss four items. 

Those in attendance were committee members Judith Collins, Michael Festa, George Fontas, 
Salvatore Girgenti, Nikolaos Leonardos, Mary Nolan, Michael Quinones, Fran Vella-Marrone, 
Susan Pulaski, Chair of the Committee, Joanne Seminara, Board Chair and Josephine Beckmann, 
District Manager. Also in attendance representing the 68th Precinct were Community Affairs 
Police Officers Joe Trischetta and Marco Venezia; owner, Mark and Marcia Libertini from 
8305 Third Avenue and David Korngut, their attorney; Jennifer Colbert from Longbows; and 
Tobias Russo from Governor Patterson's Office. 

Item 1: The new SLA application at 8305 Third Avenue. We heard from Mark Libertini last 
month about the plans he has for his new establishment in Bay Ridge. But since he didn't bring 
sufficient items for a complete presentation, we asked him to come back this month bringing with 
him floor plans, menu, etc. and the full SLA application. He returned along with his business 
partner, Marcia, his wife, and his attorney, Mr. Korngut, who explained to us in detail the plans 
for his place, which will be called Vela. As stated previously, Mr. Libertini is a graduate of the 
Cambridge School of Culinary Arts in Massachusetts, part owner of Little Cupcake and a resident 
of Bay Ridge. He has worked as a chef for 20 years and this will be his first venture as an owner 
of a restaurant/bar. He is planning on an upscale 19th Century Style Spanish restaurant featuring 
tapas, a full bar with seating for 10, tables in the rear with seating for 24, use of a seasonal 
backyard patio with seating for 16. He plans on installing a canvas cover over the back area. 
Vela will market to professionals 25+. The place will be open 7 days a week with the following 
hours: MonffuelWed 4PM-2AM; Thur/Fri 4PM-4AM; Sat/Sun 9AM-4AM; there will only be 
background recorded music and no dancing. The kitchen will be open until one hour prior to 
closing. Mr. Libertini will be the chef and manager and Mrs. Libertini will be the hostess and 
weekend manager. 

He plans on opening at the beginning ofMay. His lawyer will be processing his application via 
the SLA self-certification process. There's no adverse history from the previous establishment, 
Aura, at this address that would impact the granting of a liquor license. This location comes 
under the 500' rule of three or more establishments for sale or consumption of alcoholic 
beverages, so there will be an SLA hearing. The committee voted and passed the following 
motion to approve the SLA application for 8305 Third Avenue with the following stipulations: 
that the backyard patio be closed down each evening at 12:00 midnight and that the owner come 
back to the committee for review between 4 to 6 months after its opening. 

Item 2: Roxbury Lounge on 93rd Street between 3rd and 4th Avenues. At our February meeting 
we asked the new applicant for this establishment, Mr. Coury, return this month to give a detailed 
presentation of his plans. Mr. Coury informed us that his attorney was not available to attend this 
month's meeting, so his presentation will be postponed until our next committee meeting. 

2...0 C)'f 
Item 3: SLA Self-Certification Process: Joanne and Josephine attended d meeting on this 
subject with the top SLA staff. This new process started in October ~o deal with the huge 
amount of back logged applications and renewals. The applicant's attorney will check all the 
facts on the license, inspect the sites and verify that all is in order. This is a tremendous 
responsibility and attorneys will take their role seriously. It would be damaging to them if they 
were to make false statements. In addition, if a community board objects to an application, then 



the establishment cannot be granted a license under the self-certification process. Lastly, this will 
not be a temporary process, but will continue as part of the SLA's program for licensing 
premises. Our committee felt that this answered our concerns about new process, namely that if 
our Board has objections, that the SLA will revert to their regular process of granting licenses. 

Item 4: Follow-up to last month's solution suggestions for noise and other complaints of 
local establishments: We discussed this more a length at this month's meeting and have been 
seeking information on how other boards are dealing with similar issues. CM George Fontas 
presented us with a list from CB4 in Manhattan that they have found successful. Some of the 
problems that are important for us to address are: Changes made to an establishment prior to 
their renewal-we want it made a law that an application must be reviewed and amended 
immediately and not wait until renewal time; we want to see the full SLA application not the 
shortened version of it to review before approval; creating a CB 10 questionnaire that new 
applications complete before their presentation to the committee---Josephine said she will put 
together a questionnaire for committee review; adding our stipulations to the application; and 
having a six month review. As to the specific noise complaints oflocal bars, the owners will be 
meeting with Josephine some time in the near future at the Board office. 



STATE LIQUOR AUTHORITY -NEW APPLICATIONS & RENEWALS
 

Name/Address Received at CB 10 Status 

Rankin Healy Memorial Association, Inc., 
9312 4th Avenue 

Pizzeria Uno of Bay Ridge, Inc., Uno Chicago Grill, 
9201 4th Avenue 

Tracy Blais, Lone Star Bar & Grill, 8703 5th Avenue 

Tongphrom Ketkeaw, Bangkok Thai House Restaurant 
6735 3rd Avenue 

Imbriale Nursery, 9215 Fort Hamilton Parkway 

La Bella Panini, 7001 13th Avenue 

Jasper Entertainment Inc., 9310 4th Avenue 

8015 Tavern Ltd., 8015 5th Avenue 

Cranberrys Restaurant & Cafe Corp., 9013 4th Avenue 

New Sushi Island Japanese Restaurant Inc., 7812 3rd Ave 

427 Kings Highway Inc., Peppino's, 7708 3rd Avenue 

8520 7th Avenue Food, Bella Luna Pizza, 8520 7th Ave 

Beebo Corp., 8518-8520 3rd Avenue 

Joe's Italian Cafeteria Inc., Rooco's Italian Cafeteria 
Inc., 6408 Ft. Hamilton Parkway 

3-2-10 Renewal 

3-5-10 Renewal 

3-8-10 Renewal 

3-10-10 Renewal 

3-10-10 Notice of Intent 

3-11-10 Renewal 

3-15-10 New Application* 

3-16-10 New Application* 

3-18-10 New Application* 

3-22-10 Renewal 

3-25-10 Renewal 

3-25-10 Renewal 

3-26-10 New Application* 

3-29-10 Renewal 

*Has been invited to Police and Public Safety Committee Meeting April 15th to make a presentation. 


