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June 1S, 2009 

Good Evening: 

The Trafficand Transportation committee met in quorumon June 10,2009 in the district 
office. Present were DM Beckmann, representatives from Assemblyperson Hyer­
Spencer'soffice,CouncilmemberGentile's officeand HaroldFink from NYS DOT 
along with designexpertsand consultants. . 

We received a presentation concerning the Gowanus Expressway Project which will 
effecttheexpressway from (f' Avenue at 65'"Streetto approximately 3rd Avenue and 53ed 

Street. A portionofthe proposed project is in CB 7 whilevital portions of the Gowanus 
Expressway CB 10will be affected. The project, known as PIN X730.81, will affect the 
Shore Parkway (connecting the BeltParkway and the GowanusExpressway), the Third 
Avenue entranceramp (located at 3rlI Avenueand 661ft Street), the 6111 Avenue/65th Street 
intersection, the, 6th Avenue exit ramp and landscapingat Third Avenueand 641h street. 
The workincludesrepairsto structural steel, deckreplacement, widening, painting, 
drainage improvements to lanes, and improvement to the HOV!Bus lane. This work is 
scheduled to beginin 2010 and continue for approximately 5 years. The work is 
described as "interim" work, however, thereare substantial changes and upgrades 
included in this 240 million dollar "shovel ready" project. The work will eliminate 16 
parking spaces by theautomobile dealership on 66t1l streetbetween Sill and 61

" Avenues 
, dueto the widening of the 61b Avenue exit ramp. The ramp will be doubled in width. 

Mostofthe spaces whichwill be lostere utilizedbythe dealership's service department 
at the presenttime. That exit ramp will be widened to reduce congestion onthe highway 
from exiting traffic. The majority of the exitingtrafficturns left on 6th Avenue and then 
makes an abruptright tum from 6111 Avenueunto65th Street to travel toward Bensonhurst. 
The widened ramp will have a left turn lane, a right turn lane and a shared lane. The . 
NYS DOThas conducted studiesand will put dedicated tum signals at the end of the exit 
rampandthe left tum signal will be timed so that trafficwhich exits will have a chance 
to make the left turn on 6111 Ave. and the right tum unto 65th St. without blocking the 
intersection. 

There will be an upgrade to Gowanus Expressway median whichseparatesconverging 
(Manhattan boundfrom Shore Parkway and the Manhattan bound from the VNB) traffic 
nearThird Avenueand'66th Street. It will be converted into a reversible, extra wide 
HOV/Bus lanearound the the area of the 3"" Avenue/66th Street entranceramp. This "fly 
over"lane will necessitate a reconfiguration of the lanesbut will eliminate the weaving 
of inbound (Manhattan)bus/HOV trafficwith ShoreParkwaytraffic. It will alternate 
inbound and outbound directionduring peak hours. The work will necessitate a two 
monthclosureof the 3edAvenue entranceramp at 661), Street. 

In addition a triangular patch of grass and stonebetween 3td Avenue and 64111 Streetwill 
be beautified and landscaped in order to improve the area. The lawn will be replanted 
ornamental plants in graniteplantersadded and benches will be installedalongwith a 



P.2/310:917188362447 
JUN-15-2009 09:09A FROM:
 

colored concrete walkway to facilitate foot traffic through the pocket park. This park 
willbe wheelchair accessible. 

Thebenefits realized will be a reduction invehiclebackupsat the 61ltAvenue exit ramp. 
There will be less delayon 6'" Avenue and 65th Streetdue to signal control 
improvements. In addition, the construction at the 3"' Avenue entranceramp and the 
addition of the reversible medianHOV/Bus lanewill improvesafetyand trafficflow at 
that location. Overall, this project win eliminate the need for many smalleremergency 
repairs which lead to trafficcongestion. 

When the 3rd Avenue entrance ramp is closed NYSDOT proposedtwo optionsto divert
 
traffic toward the Leif Ericson Drive entrance rampnear Owls Head Park, The
 
committee approved"optionone" as the preferable option when that ramp is closedfor
 
two months. This optionwill send the express buseswhich pick up at 66dl St. and 3·
 

.Ave. onto 3rd Avenue and to Manhattan via the Brooklyn BatteryTunnel. The other 
vehicle trafficwill be sent viaBayridge Parkway andBayridge Avenue towards Shore 
Road and onto the LeifBricsonDriveentrance rampof the Expressway. This would 
effect, during AM peakhours from 7am to 9am,approximately 200 vehicles. The project 
calls for a low bid contractor to perform the DOTdesigned project. The projectcould 
include a bonus 'incentive for earlycompletion or a penalty for untimely Completion. The 
construction equipment is anticipated to be kept in the CB7 area of the projectunder)ld 

Avenue. The budgetincludesfunding far DOT Enforcement agents to control trafficin 
the areas underconstruction duringthe construction. . 

This project will coincide with a separate anddifferent project that T and T Committee f\ [0J7 
reported aboutto the Community Board 10 previously. This differentproject, the repair /: )}/' 
and rehabilitatio~ p~oject oft~e 4'" Avenue bridge over the Belt Parkway which is if 
scheduled to beginm 2011, will causea complete closureof that eastbound entrance K . 
rampto the Belt Parkway. The committee believed that it is vitally important that this 1 \ f' 
entran7c ramp mu~ remainope.nduring the repairs ramp especially sin~e there will be OJJ~ I~ 
extensive construction work being done on the Gowanus Expressway simultaneously, "" , . 

AlanBortnick vehemently opposed the widening ofthe 61h Avenue exit ramp. He }-J-\
 
believes that the proposed work is insufficient and poorlyplanned, RobertCassara
 
reiterated his beliefthat the 6111 Avenue rampshould bedesigned so exitit:lg traffic
 
transitions onto 65'h streetdirectly instead of onto 6t/1 Avenue. Harold Finkstatedthat
 
aftermuchstudythe suggestions werenot practical due to designdifficulties and the
 
increased cost. The Committee will receive more information and report backto the
 
Community Board for action. The Committee believedthat a letter to NYS DOt from
 
our elected officials demanding a bonus/penalty clause in the proposed contract wouldbe
 
a desirable action to take at this time. . .
 

) 

The committee voted to add an item to the committee agendaconcerning sidewalk
 
parking violations enforcement. The committee recommended that the Community
 
Board 10senda letterwith details fora protocol for DM Beckman to to contactCO
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Rodriguez of the 68t1l Precinctto ensure specific enforcement from the NVPD for 
sidewalk parkingwhen it comes to the attention of the district office. The Committee felt 
thecommunity board needsto have the assurance from the CO that when the DM 
contacts the precinctabouta specificproblem that a summons will be issuedby the a 
precinct officerand upon notification of a repeatoffense that the precinctwill arrange to 
have the vehicle ticketedagainand towed away. Therefore I ask the board to vote to . 
send a letterto CO Rodriguez whichwould detail an appropriate protocol toeliminate 
sidewalk parking infractions at someof our recognized "bot spots", 

I amsorrythat professional obligations prevented me frombeinghere tonight, and I want 
to thank all the T &, T committeemembers for their hardwork duringthe courseof this 
year. Thanksto the entireboard and our wonderful districtofficestaff. Have a 
wonderful summer. 

Respectfully Submitted. 

~-r<--
Brian Kieran ri 

~. 


