COMMUNITY BOARD TEN BOARD MEETING

APRIL 21, 2008, KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS, COLUMBIAN ROOM

MINUTES

Chair Rasinya called the meeting to order at 7:25 pm and introduced Howard Dunn, Past County Commander, American Legion to lead the Honor of the Pledge.

Chair Rasinya called for adoption of the Agenda for the evening’s meeting.  Agenda adopted as presented.  Chair Rasinya called for adoption of the Minutes from the March 24th Board Meeting.  Minutes adopted as written.

PRESENTATION

Olivia Morales spoke about the Brooklyn Public Library project, “The Veterans Oral History Project” that the Library is currently working on.  A team of librarians is collecting and recording the stories of Brooklyn’s veterans.  The interviews will be archived in the Brooklyn Collection at the Grand Army Plaza branch, and a copy will be stored at the Library of Congress in Washington, DC.  Eventually, the Project will be available on-line for anyone in the world to view.  Veterans wishing to participate should contact Ms. Morales at 718-230-2448.

PUBLIC SESSION

Assembly Member Abbate announced that the Assembly has a Budget in place.  The two most important issues in New York City are Education and Health Care, and both areas did very well.  Almost $600 million was allotted to Education, and there were no cuts to Health Care.  He spoke about the Community Cleanups held last Saturday in Boards 10 and 11.  He was only able to do two blocks in Board 10 – 78th and 77th Streets from 15th Avenue to 12th Avenue.  He removed a large number of “Moving - $16.00 Per Hour” flyers on these blocks.  On the way to a dinner engagement Saturday evening, Assembly Member Abbate decided to drive these blocks to follow up on the cleanup.  As he was driving by, he came across a young fellow about to post flyers in the area.  Not only did the Assembly Member stop the fellow from posting the flyers, but he confiscated the flyers and his roll of tape, which he presented to the Board.  Lastly, Assembly Member Abbate presented DM Beckmann and Chair Rasinya with a check for $2,000 to help the Board through the budget cuts that are being made to all Community Boards.
Councilman Gentile announced that this afternoon he held a news conference at 65th Street and 8th Avenue to call attention to the hazardous conditions along 65th Street where a fatal accident earlier this month took the life of an 11 year old boy and left his father in critical condition.  He is calling on the Department of Transportation to implement changes on 65th Street.  The Councilman’s Bill, the Pedestrian and Bicyclist Safety Act was signed into law on April 1st and is now Local Law 11 of 2008.  It becomes fully effective in January of 2009.  He has called on DOT to implement the studies and begin the remediation necessary now in this accident prone area, instead of waiting until January of 2009 when Local Law 11 takes full effect.
Councilman Gentile announced that an additional day of bookmobile service has been added while the Fort Hamilton Library Branch is closed for renovation.  In addition to the previously scheduled Monday bookmobile service, Wednesdays have also been added, from 11am – 4 pm.  The Councilman will now request changing the hours of one of those days to have the bookmobile open later hours to accommodate those who work during business hours or arrive home later in the day from school.  BM Sokoloski stated that the current bookmobile sign advertises that the bookmobile is open on Mondays only.  DM Beckmann replied that she has already looked into this, and the Library is in the process of having a new sign printed to include Wednesdays as well.
Councilman Gentile mentioned the congestion pricing plan and the way the Mayor tried to get the City Council to vote in favor.  The Councilman had requested immediate improvements to the public transportation system in his district, including better service on the elevated lines over New Utrecht, 24 hour R train service, additional express buses on the existing express bus lines, and consideration for ferry service.  Without these immediate improvements, the Councilman could not vote in favor of congestion pricing at this time.  Assembly Member Abbate stated that he had received promises of three stations on the N line that would be refurbished beginning summer of 2009.  When he requested to see the design plans for work that was scheduled to begin so quickly, he never heard back.  The Councilman feels that his “No” vote was the right vote.
Councilman Gentile spoke about the dismantling of many of our senior centers in terms of the caseworkers and the home delivered meals they serve.  The Bay Ridge Center has lost its caseworker contractor, and the contracts for home delivered meals will be reduced from 98 contracts throughout the city to 10 or 12 contracts.  The smaller groups like the Bay Ridge Center or the Fort Hamilton Senior Center will not be able to compete for those contracts, because they will have to serve approximately 600 meals a day.  Many seniors will now be getting flash frozen meals left at their door, in place of the hot meal and that knock at the door and the concern of the delivery person.  The City Council has asked the Mayor to slow down the process, and he has agreed to slow it down by one month.  The City Council will continue to apply pressure to the Mayor’s office and the Department of the Aging.  Chair Rasinya commented that these changes represent a reduction of services.  We lose one of the most critical things for seniors and young people – that personal touch that comes from people within the community.  That might be the biggest loss that we have.  We need to do whatever we can to fight this.  We all want to see the city run economically and efficiently, but not when it comes to reducing services to our constituents.
Vincent Sapienza, Assistant Commissioner, DEP, gave a brief update about Owls Head.  As previously reported, the part of the process that the most effort was spent on for odor control was the 9 carbon filter canisters that were installed and were found to be undersized and inadequate.  The contractor is out now working to beef up that system and should complete this work within a few weeks.  This should provide a marked improvement this summer, as compared to in the past.  He has received complaints from the Board about odorous conditions over the weekends as compared to during the week, especially over recent weekends.  DEP will look into these complaints and report back.  This is not the permanent solution, but should provide a temporary fix until the long term project is completed.
June Johnson, representing the American Cancer Society, spoke about the upcoming June 21st Relay for Life.  She announced that of the hundreds of Relays throughout New York and New Jersey last year, the American Cancer Society designated the Bay Ridge/Bensonhurst Relay as one of the 5 best.  June thanked all present for representing their groups at the Relay so well and welcomed everyone once again to participate at this year’s Relay on June 21st at the Fort Hamilton High School Athletic Field.  She announced that one of this year’s honorees is Chair Dean Rasinya, and proceeded to present Chair Rasinya with a certificate.  June then thanked the members of the press for their support and help in getting the word out time and time again.  
Victoria Hofmo spoke in opposition to the sale and development plans for the site of the current Bay Ridge United Methodist Church, also known as the Green Church.  The Committee To Save The Green Church proposes to find a more suitable buyer and a more suitable plan for the Church, including senior housing and a cultural center.

Kathleen Walker also spoke in opposition to the current plans for the Green Church.  She gave a brief history of the Church, and requested that the Board address this issue.
David Kimball, whose home shares a common wall with the Parsonage of Green Church, which is slated to be demolished, expressed concern about the demolition and the detrimental effect it will have on his property.

In response, Chair Rasinya stated that if the Agenda for the next Zoning and Land Use Committee Meeting scheduled for May 14th allows time for this issue, it will be addressed then.  If not, it will be addressed at the following month’s ZALUC Meeting.

Allen Bortnick spoke about Owls Head Pollution Plant.  See Attached.
BM Cassara announced that a program on Cancer presented by The Bay Ridge Community Council in conjunction with Maimonides will be presented on Tuesday, April 22, at Fort Hamilton High School at 7:30.  He invited all to attend this informative presentation.  He also announced that the BRCC will host a Town Hall Meeting on May 1st, at Xaverian High School at 7:00 pm.  State Senators Golden and Savino, Assembly Members Brook-Krasny and Hyer-Spencer, and Councilman Gentile will give updates on what is happening in our state legislature and City Council and will answer questions from the audience.  The BRCC will hold its Track and Field Day on May 17th at Fort Hamilton High School, 8:00 am – 1:00 pm.  To date, 15 schools have replied that they will be participating.  Volunteers are needed for this event.
CHAIRMAN’S REPORT – See Attached

Chair Rasinya announced that there will be a rally on the steps of City Hall on May 1st (tentatively) to protest the proposed budget cuts to Community Boards.  He explained that Community Board budgets were cut 15 years ago, and those funds were never restored to their proper budgets.  The proposed cuts will have a detrimental effect.  He requested Board Members to join us at the rally.  E-mail will be sent once the date and time for the rally are confirmed.  Chair Rasinya thanked those Board Members who attended Councilman Gentile’s press conference today regarding dangerous conditions on 65th Street.  65th Street is a city and state designated traffic route.  Vehicles exit the Gowanus onto 65th Street, vehicles heading toward Manhattan travel on 65th Street, as well as vehicles heading across the borough.  This is a major thoroughfare which Chair Rasinya refers to as “Community Board 10’s Highway of Death.”  This is a disaster that has already happened.  Chair Rasinya expressed condolences to the family who suffered a tragic loss in the recent accident at 65th Street and 8th Avenue.  He stated that he is working with the 68th Precinct and the Borough Command to increase enforcement, and is requesting that DOT also increase enforcement relating to safety issues on 65th Street.  Education is important for public safety, and we will work with Sunset Park and the Asian community to educate the public on traffic signals and safely crossing the street.  Additionally, the Board will continue to work with DOT to make improvements and safety enhancements. eHhHHHHHHHBM Cassara spoke of the 30 mile per hour speed limit throughout the city, and suggested that speed limit signage be more prominently displayed.
DISTRICT MANAGER’S REPORT – See Attached

TREASURER’S REPORT – See Attached
Brian Kieran, Chair, Traffic and Transportation Committee took a moment to thank the T&T Committee Members for their dedication and hard work that they do.  He stated that the T&T Committee will have NYC DOT and NYS DOT present at the next committee meeting to address what can be done immediately and what the long term plans are to improve conditions on the 65th Street corridor.

COMMITTEE REPORTS

ENVIRONMENTAL COMMITTEE

The Environmental Committee Informational Report was rendered by Environmental Chair Ahl.  See attached.

COMMUNICATIONS AND PUBLIC RELATIONS COMMITTEE
The Communications and Public Relations Committee Informational Report was rendered by Communications Chair Berg.  See attached.

OLD BUSINESS

BM Fontas requested an update on the Community Board 10 website.  DM Beckmann announced that she is making the final changes, and will e-mail the Board Members once it is up and running.

NEW BUSINESS

BM Eaton announced that he has not applied to be reappointed to the Board.  He thanked all for their hard work and cooperation while he was ZALUC Chair and then Board Chair.  He stated that he is always available if needed and will attend Board Meetings as a member of the public from time to time.  Chair Rasinya thanked BM Eaton for his years of service and his commitment to the Board.
Motion to adjourn made by BM Cassara, second by BM Klein.  Chair Rasinya adjourned the meeting at 9:05 pm.
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