
COMMUNITY BOARD TEN GUESTS 

Date: December 14,2009,7:15 pm Subject: Board Meeting; Shore Hill Community Room 

PLEASE PROVIDE AS MUCH INFORMATION AS POSSIBLE. THANK YOU. 
Name/Address Phone # Fax# E-Mail Address Organization!Affiliation 
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COMMITTEE REPORTS 

HEALTH AND WELFARE COMMITTEE 

The Health and Welfare Committee Informational Report was rendered by Acting Chair Collins. See Attached. 

ZONING AND LAND USE COMMITTEE 

The Zoning and Land Use Committee Informational Report regarding the proposed DCP Streetscape Preservation 
Text Amendment and the ZALUC Curb Cut Study Informational Report was rendered by Committee Chair 
Seminara. See Attached. 

POLICE AND PUBLIC SAFETY COMMITTEE 

The Police and Public Safety Committee Report regarding the NYPD policy of visiting schools at dismissal time 
and issuing summonses was rendered by Police and Public Safety Chair Pulaski. See Attached. Committee 
Motion and Recommendation is to send a letter to NYPD stating that we want to go on record concerning their 
present policy of visiting schools at dismissal time and issuing parking summonses which inflicts hardship and 
creates a nuisance for parents and should be discontinued, accepted by BM Klein; second by BM Ahl. Lively 
discussion followed. BM Cassara questioned if we would be voting for allowing double parking, which is illegal. 
Chair Rasinya clarified that we are not voting on saying it is okay to double park. We are not taking a position on 

that. The Committee discussed the policy ofNYPD for years and years to stay away from the schools at dismissal 
time because they know parents are picking up their children. They would stay away from schools because Police 
Officers would be observing a violation and would have to decide whether or not to issue summonses. If the issue 
was really safety, officers would get out of their patrol cars, go to the comer and help cross people. But that's not 
what is happening. Agents citywide are driving up to schools, jumping out of their vehicles, and issuing 
summonses with their electronic equipment. In a matter of 60 seconds they issue 3 or 4 summonses and they zoom 
away. He added that this is not our local precinct doing this. We are not talking about double parking we are 
talking about how the policy is being enforced. Currently it is generating revenue. It is not about safety. CPR­
Courtesy, Professionalism and Respect - this policy meets none of those things. 

BM Cruz disagreed with Chair Rasinya. She explained that she has heard this problem at this Board since 
Councilman Albanese's time. It is a drastic safety issue and not that long ago parents from Stepping Stones on 86th 

Street came before the Board and we said to them that they could not double park, too bad. Now we are reversing 
our policy and saying it is fine to double park. The comer ofPS 185 is very well known with three schools there. 
It is so dangerous. She does not think we can say it is okay to double park, especially when the safety of children 
is involved. 

BM Cassara stated that he lives on the block ofSt. Ephrem's School, and in the afternoon between 2:00 and 3:00 
all the cars are double parked, parked in front of people's driveways, or actually parked in people's driveways. 
This occurs on 74th Street as well. They are not being very courteous either to the residents in the area. 

BM Harrison stated that area residents have complained about parking issues both at public and at private schools 

and now we are sending the message that it is okay to double park, for enforcement to keep hands off. What do we 
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say to those residents when they complain? The laws are there. If we wanted to change the laws to do something 
about that, then that's different. 

BM Prezioso stated that we shouldn't get hung up in the law. It comes down to common sense. There has been an 
evolution since the old days when the kids went home from school for lunch. Parents are more involved in 
dropping their kids off and picking them up. We are not saying double parking is okay, we are making an 
accommodation for 15 minutes. He stated that it's not perfect, but what are the parents supposed to do? Walking 
is not easy. We have to make the best of the situation with an accommodation for the children and for the parents. 

BM Grimaldi suggested withdrawing the letter, but she acknowledged that the double parking just happens and 

admitted to remembering being terrified when she did it when her children were in school. She stated that if we 
condone it, then we will see triple parking with backups of three blocks. We know there is an accommodation, but 
to sanction it will give it license. 

BM Bortnick suggested a possible solution to the problem. There is no reason on earth that back in angle parking 
cannot be set up for parents and for teachers who need parking spaces. The number of spaces is doubled and it's a 
much smoother way of getting it done. 

BM Harrison appreciates what BM Prezioso said and agrees that there has been an evolution over time, but when 
you say we are getting hung up on the law, he has a problem with that. We have a law that must be respected. 
One of the things we can do is have the Committee go back and take a look at whether in fact we can ask the City 
Council to look at this situation and find out if there is a better way to accommodate our parents legally and make 
those changes. Asking the Police Department to ignore the law to a degree is an error. So maybe we can look at it 
one more time and see if there is some language we can use to accommodate parents citywide. 

Chair Rasinya asked if there is a consensus that this issue should be sent back to Committee for further discussion. 
The consensus was unanimous and the issue is recommitted to the Police and Public Safety Committee. 

Committee Chair Pulaski continued with the Committee Report regarding the proposed SLA self-certification 
process. The Committee Recommendation is to send a letter to the SLA stating that we do not support the self­
certification process that SLA has proposed. Motion accepted by BM Petty, second by BM May. 

Motion: To send a letter to the SLA stating that Community Board 10 does not support the self­
certification process that SLA has proposed. All in favor; motion carried unanimously. 

Committee Chair Pulaski continued with the Committee Report regarding an application from Xtreme Billiards 
and Bar, 823 65th Street to alter its licensed premises with installation of an additional stand-up bar. The 
Committee Recommendation is not to support the application by Xtreme Billiards & Bar to the SLA to alter its 
licensed premises with installation of an additional stand-up bar. Motion accepted by BM Joudeh, second by BM 
Harrison. 

Motion: Community Board 10 will not support the application by Xtreme Billiards & Bar to the SLA to 
alter its licensed premises with installation of an additional stand-up bar. All in favor; motion carried 
unanimously. 
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Committee Chair Pulaski continued with the Committee Report regarding an update on noise complaints from 

nightspots including RJ's Lounge and Trace Bar. See Attached. 

Committee Chair Pulaski rendered the final portion of the Police and Public Safety Committee Report regarding 
Crown KTV. The Recommendation of the Committee is to support a motion to approve a new application for an 
on premise liquor license for Crown KTV. Discussion followed. BM Cassara asked why the Board should 
support this request. BM Kieran answered and explained in detail the history of our approval for the initial 
application by Crown KTV for a beer and wine license. Prior to giving our approval, Crown KTV agreed to 
adhere to 12 stringent stipulations that were developed as a result of meeting with the attorney for the 
establishment. There is no adverse history since the establishment has had its license. Since this is a new 
application, we have asked if they would adopt the 12 point stipulations fully and make them part of the new 
license, which they agreed to do. BM Kieran summarized the 12 stipulations for Board Members' information. 
Crown KTV was asked at the Committee Meeting what they are willing to do to gain the Board's support, and they 
agreed to two additional stipulations: 1. They would hire a Manager to supervise the premises during the hours 
when the principals are not on site; and 2. They shall maintain soundproofing at their establishment that consists 
of 5/8 inch sheetrock, lh inch of soundboard, and R30 insulation. The stipulations have now become 14 points and 
will be made part of the actual license. The Committee felt this might be the best we could get from these 
applicants, when in fact; the license would most likely be approved by the SLA. This would increase scrutiny on 
the business and keep them true to their promises. 

BM Romero asked what the ramifications would be if Crown KTV did not adhere to these stipulations. She asked 
if the SLA would revoke their license, or would it come before the Community Board again. BM Kieran 
responded that in the process of relicensing, or if there are complaints to the SLA and there is a hearing to revoke 
their license, all these stipulations which are not violations of the law could be used to impact their license. BM 
Harrison asked if they are bound by these stipulations. BM Kieran answered that they are. 

Chair Rasinya explained that BM Kieran made the initial presentation before the SLA. Chair Rasinya went to the 
second hearing. The SLA gave the applicant about 60 seconds to speak, and Chair Rasinya spoke for 5 - 6 
minutes. At the end of the presentations, the Chair of the SLA specifically told the applicant that these 12 
stipulations are binding. If they are violated, they could receive a summons. It is the same as any violation oflaw. 
So they know clearly from the Chair of the SLA that they are bound. He stated that he doesn't know if we could 
get much better. 

BM Carroll asked if PS 69 was invited to the Committee Meeting, since they were a key player in this issue and 
brought all the discrepancies to the Board's attention. DM Beckmann responded that our Committee Meeting 
conflicted with the CEC meeting. She stated that she did attend a Leadership Meeting at PS 69 and brought 
Committee Meeting notices to them. The parents at the meeting are concerned. They were happy with the initial 
12 stipulations included in the prior application. The establishment has been open for a month without incident, so 
there is really not much to judge by. A few parents expressed interest and called to find out what had happened at 
the meeting. 

BM Bortnick added that he can see from experience that bar owners typically go for the easier to obtain license 

first, then change it to something else the first chance they get. Perhaps we should include in our stipulations that 
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for a fixed time period, 3 - 5 years for example, no changes or no upgrades of the license would be granted. BM 
Kieran explained that the nature of a stipulation is an agreement between two parties that do not agree or are 
unhappy with. It would be difficult to get a stipulation telling the establishment everything in it about how to run 

their business, when to run their business, in what way to run their business and promise everything in terms of the 
near and far future. He believes the establishment would rather take their chances with a hearing. Chair Rasinya 
stated that this is a futile discussion because there are only two licenses. They had the wine and beer license, now 
they are going for the full liquor license. 

BM Cruz asked if we could move on. Chair Rasinya responded that we would take a couple of more questions. 

BM Falutico suggested that in the future we lobby for changes in use groups. Chair Rasinya responded that it 

would be something to be looked at in Zoning. 

BM Stelter inquired if construction is involved in the stipulations. Chair Rasinya responded that soundproofing is 

included. 

Motion: CB 10 to support the application for an on-premise liquor license for Crown KTV, Inc., 848 64th 

Street, including the 14 stipulations that have been agreed upon. 42 in favor; 3 opposed - BM Joudeh, BM 
EI-Yateem, BM Schack. Motion carried. 

BM Kokolis commented that the Police and Public Safety Report was extremely lengthy, 45 minutes long. She 
asked if it would be possible to divide it in half in the interest of time. Chair Rasinya responded that the Police and 
Public Safety Committee has a lot of work to be done. 

ELECTION OF OFFICERS FOR CALENDAR YEAR 2010 

Chair Rasinya thanked the 2009 Nominating Committee. Members were Mary Nolan, Doris Cruz, Greg Ahl, 
Michael Casale, and Committee Chair Dilia Schack. 

Chair Rasinya explained that we have four positions open, and three of them are uncontested. Those are Vice 
Chair, Secretary and Treasurer. The Chair position is contested, with the candidates being Ron Gross and Joanne 
Seminara. Chair Rasinya asked that the Secretary cast one vote for Vice Chair, Brian Kieran; Secretary, Eleanor 
Schiano; and Treasurer, Mary Ann Walsh. Secretary Gross cast one vote for these three positions. 

Chair Rasinya invited Ron Gross and Joanne Seminara to the podium to address the Board. Chair Rasinya thanked 
each candidate, since they care so much about this community that they are willing to put themselves forward to 
run for the Chairmanship. 

Chair Rasinya reviewed the procedure for voting. He read from the By Laws that were adopted on October 15, 
2007 for CB 10 Election of Officers. He displayed the ballot and clarified that voting Members should circle one 
name only, Gross or Seminara, and sign on the bottom. All ballots must be deposited into the ballot box before 
any votes are to be counted. He invited Nominating Committee Chair Schack to distribute the ballots to Board 
Members along with District Manager Beckmann. After all ballots are submitted, they will be tabulated by 
Nominating Committee Chair Schack and District Manager Beckmann, and the results will be made public 
immediately. 
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Results - 44 ballots cast, 6 Board Members absent.
 

17 votes for Ron Gross, 27 votes for Joanne Seminara. Joanne Seminara wins. Tally sheet is Attached.
 

OLD BUSINESS 

None 

NEW BUSINESS 

None
 

Chair Rasinya adjourned the meeting at 9:55 pm.
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Zoning and Land Use Committee Meeting
 
Community Board 10
 

December 7, 2009
 

Committee Members Present: Joanne Seminara, Chair, Bob Cassara, Ann Falutico, 
Barbara Germack, Ron Gross, Steve Harrison, Dino Lamia, Susan Pulaski, and District Manager 
Josephine Beckmann. 

Guests Present: Michael Sciaraffo, Councilman Gentile's office, Ernest Twomley, Paula 
Katinas, Angela Polito, Paul Sepe, Carmelo Sepe, Elaine Sepe, Bob Hudock, and Thomas 
Lopinto. 

1.	 Unenclosed Sidewalk Cafe Request: Department of Consumer Affairs License 
#1338960 by Cafe Rustica, Inc. located at 8320 3r d Avenue, at the northwest corner 
of 84th Street. 

This is a new application for an unenclosed cafe adjacent to the premises along 84th Street 
from the comer toward the mid-block consisting of 13 tables and 26 seats. Paul Sepe, Carmelo 
Sepe and Angelo Polito attended on behalf of the applicant. This cafe consists of a double row 
of small approximately one foot diameter tables with a middle aisle and some individual tables. 
The sidewalk is 15 feet wide and applicant shows an eight foot clearance for pedestrian access of 
the sidewalk. Upon questioning by the Committee, the applicant reported its regular business 
hours, 7:00 PM to 12:00 AM, 7 days a week, that it does not use valet parking, and operates a 
wine and beer cafe with simple Italian style food, no music or entertainment. The cafe is not 
handicapped accessible due to space constraints. Neighbor Ernest Twomley, who lives two 
houses away, spoke in favor of the establishment and the cafe due to the improvement to the 
block as a result of the new attractive construction. There have been no complaints made to the 
Community Board about this business. ZALUC cautioned the applicant concerning its plans to 
make holes in the sidewalk for its removable cafe barricades and was asked to adhere to the 
regulation concerning this. ZALUC voted unanimously to support the application. 

2.	 Residential Streetscape Presentation Text Amendment N 100139 ZRY 
(Informational Report): 

The Department of City Planning (DCP) is proposing an extensive citywide text 
amendment to the New York City Zoning Resolution (ZR) which seeks to preserve and enhance 
streetscape character in residential neighborhoods. The amendment seeks to clarify, revise and 
introduce new regulations for residential buildings that affect front yard planting, location of 
parking spaces and curb cuts. Comments and recommendations to the application must be sent 
to DCP by January 25, 2010. The text amendment amends more than 40 sections of the Zoning 
Resolution. 

ZALUC reviewed elements of the amendment for almost two hours, focusing on the 
broad changes and selective changes in the text that affect the Community Board 10 catchment 
area and generally supports the changes which are very important to our district. The amendment 
addresses the growing proliferation of curb cuts and front yard parking which eliminates public 
parking spaces and mars our streetscapes by allowing front yard parking. ZALUC is particularly 
pleased that the amendment would prohibit front yard parking in front of row houses without a 
side yard in single and two-family zoning districts and reinforce the prohibition on curb cuts for 



all buildings on lots less than 40 feet wide in R4B through R8B districts, including R4-l districts, 
an issue which our Board addressed last year at the DCP level and before the BSA with respect 
to an application for a front yard parking space and curb cut on Josephine Beckmann's block, on 
71st Street between Fort Hamilton Parkway and 8th Avenue. In fact, the text amendment appears 
to be addressed to the exact situation presented on that block. The amendment further addresses 
the underlying ambiguity left hanging by the 1989 Lower Density Contextual Zoning Text 
Amendment which allowed parking in a "side lot ribbon", which typically lies within a side yard, 
but as we learned could also exist on a lot with a fully attached home. The amendment 
recognizes the "disruptive" effect of allowing a parking pad directly in front of the residence 
without side yards. The Committee expressed some concern about the amendment's allowance 
offront yard parking in front of a garage located within the residence and will further consider 
this issue. 

Due to the extensive nature of the text amendment and its importance to our 
neighborhoods, ZALUC decided to schedule two additional meetings on January i h and January 
is", 2010 to study and propose recommendations regarding the amendment and propose a 
response to be presented to the full Board at its general January meeting. We hope to have a 
representative ofDCP present at our January 7, 2010 meeting. 

All Board members are urged to view the slide show and details of the text amendment on the 
DCP website and send comments or questions to the Committee. 

3. ZALUC Curb Cut Study and Recommendations (for information only) 

ZALUC members briefly discussed problems with curb cuts and illegal front yard 
parking and a presentation was made to the Committee by architect Bob Hudock, a community 
resident who has attended our meetings and volunteered his time and expense to the project. Mr. 
Hudock presented the results of his preliminary review in the form of a photographic 
presentation which we hope to include among the examples of illegal and/or noncompliant curb 
cuts in order to support our program of enacting citywide enforcement measures, including 
legislation, to address this problem. This project will continue in early 2010. Committee 
member Michael Festa also drafted a template to collect data on curb cuts to use for creating 
reports of particular locations. . 

Respectfully Submitted, 



CHAIRMAN'S REPORT
 
December 14, 2009
 

Dear Fellow Board Members and Guests: 

As 2009 draws to a close and my chairmanship ends, it presents an opportunity to review and reflect upon 
our Board's activities. 

As we all know it is the committee work which makes things happen and my last report as Chair would be 
incomplete without acknowledging some of the committee work which has been done. 

The Education Committee has worked diligently in identifying potential sites for public schools in an 
ongoing effort to alleviate the overcrowding in our public schools. Working with the Community Education 
Council and the School Construction Authority a total of 3,450 new classroom seats have been added or are 
scheduled to be added to address this overcrowding situation. 

The Environmental Committee continues to address sanitation issues and monitors the ongoing upgrade at 
the Owls Head Wastewater Treatment Plant. 

Due in part to the efforts of our Parks Committee, I believe our local parks, playgrounds and ball fields are in 
better shape today than they were three years ago. 

The Military and Veterans Affairs Sub Committee has produced a booklet offering Military Personnel at Fort 
Hamilton Army Base discount coupons to local restaurants and businesses and provides listings of schools, 
churches and local services which military families may want to use. 

One of our most active committees, the Police and Public Safety Committee has done a tremendous job in 
addressing complaints which have come to the attention of Community Board Ten. Working with the 68th 

Precinct, the State Liquor Authority, other government agencies and local merchants and residents, 
Community Board 10 has been diligent in addressing and following up on the various complaints which have 
been brought to our attention. 

Our Senior Issues Committee conducted a long and fruitful project, working with our local schools, 
collecting food and toiletries for many of our local food pantries. When the city .administration proposed 
redevelopment of our senior centers, Community Board Ten was the only Community Board to attend and 
present testimony at the Brooklyn Borough Hall Public Hearing. 

The Traffic and Transportation Committee has worked hand in hand with the Department of Transportation 
in making our streets safer for pedestrians and motor vehicle operators. Due to the efforts of this committee 
and the specific requests it has made regarding street signage, pavement markings and traffic control signals, 
I believe we have had fewer motor vehicle accidents and lives have been saved. 

The survey which the committee did regarding our local subway stations led to specific improvements at a 
number of subway stations on the Rand N line. 

One of our busiest committees, Zoning and Land Use, has continued to be exemplary in the work they do. 
Following up on the major rezoning of Bay Ridge, the committee worked in partnership with the Department 
of City Planning and our elected officials in the development of the downzoning of Dyker Heights. 

The month to month activities of the committee regarding specific requests from home owners and 
developers has been instrumental in ensuring the spirit of our zoning text is adhered to. The committee has 



reviewed and made proposals regarding specific zoning text amendments, which not only benefitted 
Community Board Ten, but has had citywide application. 

As a result of many years of attention and being the recipient of some good timing, the efforts of the Sub 
Committee on Homeland Security were fruitful and at long last, high quality tamper proof security fencing 
was installed along the railroad cut beneath the Bay Ridge Towers. Additionally, the MTA Police increased 
safety patrols and efforts to remove homeless individuals encamped on MTA property. The Buckeye 
Pipeline Company installed new valve cover lids and locks and fencing around the pipeline valves in order to 
increase safety and security. 

Community Board Ten has been successful in addressing the complex and not so complex issues by 
partnering with our local and state wide agencies and our elected officials. Our success is due in part to the 
diligence of our elected officials. I would like to thank our Congressional Representatives Jerrold Nadler 
and Michael McMahon, our State Senate Representatives Martin Golden and Diane Savino, our State 
Assembly Members Felix Ortiz, Dov Hikind, Alec Brook-Krasny, Janele Hyer-Spencer, and of course Peter 
Abbate, and our City Council Members James Oddo, Sara Gonzalez and our very own Vincent Gentile. 

I would also like to thank two individuals who work with the Board on a weekly and sometimes daily basis. 
Deputy Inspector Eric Rodriguez, the Commanding Officer of the 68th Precinct and Tobias Russo, a former 
Community Board Ten Member who is currently Governor Paterson's representative to our community. 
Both of these individuals have been extremely helpful in addressing the daily concerns which are brought to 
our attention by local residents and merchants. 

My wife Helen not only has supported my efforts these past three years, as she always does, but on occasion 
has become the Board's unofficial proofreader. 

In order to do them justice, I would need more time than practicality allows to thank Josephine and Dorothy 
and JoAnn for all they do. While we all know how much Josephine and Dorothy do, some members may not 
realize that JoAnn has the same work ethic and fits right in with Jo and Dorothy. Working with Dorothy has 
proven to be a wonderful experience. No one could have done more in supporting the Board and assisting 
the Chair. 

While Josephine and I have different titles, I feel as if we work as one in everything we do related to 
Community Board Ten. Josephine manages to stay a few steps ahead and always has everything prepared in 
advance for me. Whether it's a meeting, a community issue or paper work, Josephine always has things in 
place for Board Members and Committee Chairs. I have been extremely lucky to have had such a great 
partner. 

Not only have Dorothy and Josephine served the Board so well, but I think of them as good friends. 

As I have said before, I can't believe how fast these three years went by. Thanks to each and every Board 
Member, I can say I have enjoyed every moment of my chairmanship. Each of you has been extremely 
supportive and kind to me during these three years. I want to thank each of you for your dedication, hard 
work and many hours each of you gives in service to our community. 

Respectfully submitted, 

3J£7C1J YL Il~ /d}­
Dean Rasinya 

DR:dg Chair 



STATE LIQUOR AUTHORITY - NEW APPLICATIONS & RENEWALS
 

Name/Address Received at CD 10 Status 

Secota Mano, Inc., 7312 13 Avenue 12-7-09 New Application 
(upgrading to full liquor lic.) 

Secota Mano, Inc., 7312 13 Avenue 12-7-09 Renewal 

Tanino's Brick Oven Pizzeria Restaurant Corp., 12-8-09 Renewal 
d/b/a Zio ToTo, 8407 3rd Avenue 

Mo & Yeo Corp., d/b/a Kimchee Korean Cuisine 12-8-09 Renewal 
9324 3rd Avenue 

Rosangem Res Inc., d/b/a Casa Pepe Restaurant 12-9-09 Renewal 
112-116 Bay Ridge Avenue 

S&S Wines and Liquors Inc., 7112 Ft. Hamilton Pkwy. 12-17-09 Renewal 

L, N, M & P restaurant Corp., 9011 3rd Avenue 12-23-09 Renewal 

Areo Restaurant Corp., 8422-8420 3rd Avenue 1-5-10 Renewal 

Gennaro's Catering Hall, 6602 13th Avenue 1-6-10 Renewal 


