
Maley addressed Mr. Kahled's comment about the need. School District 20 is one of the neediest 
school districts for additional seats. It is one of the best school districts in the City ofNew York; 
therefore, everyone wants to raise their families here. There is not enough available space for a 
school. We have funding for 2,000 new school seats in this capital plan. Up until tonight, we 
didn't know if we would be able to site those 2,000 seats before June 30th

, when the funding is no 
longer there. Ifwe site this school now, it moves forward to delivering those 2,000 new seats to 
one of the neediest school districts. Up until now we have been adding seats with new additions: 
New Utrecht and Telecommunications High Schools, PS 229 on 14th Avenue and Benson Avenue, 
and PS 163. Until now, we haven't come up with any sites in the heart ofBay Ridge until recently 
when the Board supported the PS 69 Annex and the 89th Street and 4th Avenue site. 

Regarding the traffic study, Mr. Maley addressed Dr. Guagliano's concern. He stated that he 
drives up Ovington Avenue every day to drop his son at school. He doesn't deny that there is 
traffic in the area, but the appropriate traffic studies will be done. Additionally, Mr. Maley 
suggests that traffic would be at its peak at drop off and dismissal time, and the rest of the school 
day should not be so terrible. 

As far as government money being used for demolition of the Church, he clarified that SCA does 
not own the site, they are negotiating with the developer. SCA has not used government funds to 
demolish the Church. BM Bortnick inquired into the 3 year period required for construction. 
Chair Rasinya addressed the question. He stated that it would take three years to construct a new 
school building, and it is taking Community Board 10 three years to move from one office to 
another. It is a process. 

Councilman Gentile explained his support for this project. District 20 is the most overcrowded 
district in Brooklyn and the third most overcrowded district in the City ofNew York. Councilman 
Gentile has visited the schools that would benefit from this project. PS 170 is overflowing to the 
point where they no longer have a gymnasium, they no longer have a library, and they have 
students sitting on the entranceway to the side door in the hallway. They have nowhere else to 
tum. They have advocated for putting modules on top of the lower roof, so that they could add 
extra space. Mmodules were placed in the schoolyard which has reduced the play area for the 
students. There is no other space to put the growing number of students. PS 170 is bursting at the 
seams. He cannot speak so much about PS 102. Councilman Gentile spoke with the developer of 
the property, Abe Betesh, who cannot guarantee that he can put up a project at that site at this 
point given the economic conditions that we have. We might be faced with the prospect of having 
a vacant lot at that comer for 2 - 3 years until the economic situation turns around. That is a real 
concern. Also, had he or should he build something at that site, it would probably be a 7 story 
structure that would house numerous families. There would be constant traffic day and night. 
Here in the school situation, you have a limited amount of time where there is crowding and 
congestion. Given the need that we have for school seats, particularly at PS 170, and given the 
fact that we don't always have this kind of square footage available in Bay Ridge, 37,000-38,000 
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square feet, Councilman Gentile feels this is a good match to build a school at this site. He asked 
the Board Members to keep these facts in minds as they vote. 

BM Joudeh clarified that the cost of the school would be $50 million, not $50 billion. BM 

Germack stated that this seems like a win/win for the community. The school is needed. It is 
better to have a school that is nicely designed, rather than a commercial building that is just 
slapped together. She feels this is a good thing for our community. 

BM Quinones stated that with OLPH and OLA being slated to close, those seats would be even 
more desperately needed. BM Kokolis stated the school is like a Church and she doesn't 
understand why we are even discussing this. We need schools. 

BM Sokoloski asked if the 89th Street site would be scrubbed if this site is approved. The response 
was no, the 89th Street site is still on the table. She stated that she was on the Education 
Committee on Board 7. They fought for 30 years to get a high school that will finally be opened 
in September. Bay Ridge deserves new schools. 

BM Fontas stated that a school at this site is vitally important. Better schools increase property 
values in a community. Young couples starting out need places to live that they can afford and 
where there are good schools for their children. If the Board would vote against a new school, 
when there are kids sitting in hallways and in stairwells to learn, we should be ashamed of 
ourselves for not giving our children the futures they deserve. 

BM O'Dea stated that OLA's slated closing will impact more of our students. He suggested 
negotiating to convert the available private school buildings into public school space. 
Chair Rasinya responded that this is very difficult to do. If sites are available, he is sure that SCA 
would look at them whenever possible. 

Antoine Khaled reiterated his earlier comments that PS 170 is not overcrowded, per his 
conversation with a lady at the school. He has no problem if there is a need, but that does not 
seem to be the case. It seems that because funding is available, they want to use the money at this 
time. He stated that OLA is a larger space and they are probably ready to negotiate. He stated that 
on Tuesdays and Thursdays when it is Sanitation pickup day on Ovington Avenue, the traffic is 
backed up terribly. He asked all to imagine the traffic from the additional 30-40 cars and school 
buses that will be transporting students. Chair Rasinya suggested Mr. Khaled go to the 
Department ofEducation website as another source of information, and look at any school he is 
interested in to look at percentage ofutilization. 

BM Joudeh made a motion to call the question. All in favor; 1 recusal-BM Stelter. 
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Motion: In the matter of a proposed site, Block 5891 Lot 48 (portion of) at the southwest 
corner of Ovington Avenue and 4th Avenue, and any other property in the immediate vicinity 
which may be necessary for the development of a new 680 seat primary school facility within 
Community District 20, proposed by School Construction Authority, the motion is to 
support the site plan provided that the design of the school show a sensitivity to the former 
use and aesthetic importance of the site to the community and provided that the SCA allow 
Community Board 10 to provide early stage input with regard to the design, configuration of 
the building, traffic congestion and parking concerns and other matters of future concern to 
the community. 41 in favor; 1 opposed - BM Cassara; 1 recusal- BM Stelter. Motion 
carried. 

Chairman's Report - See Attached 

District Manager's Report - See Attached 

Jonathan Yedin, Brooklyn Director for Congressman McMahon announced that the 
Congressman's office is located 8505 4th Avenue, the phone number is 718-630-5277, fax number 
718-630-5388. The Congressman's committees are the Transportation and Infrastructure 
Committee, which was his first choice since he wanted to deal with the bridge and President 
Obama's new initiative for reinvesting in America's infrastructure. He is also on the Foreign 
Affairs Committee. Jonathan gave a briefupdate ofwhat is going on in Washington, DC. The 
House just passed the S-chip bill expansion. There are 402,000 kids in New York with several 
thousand in the 13th Congressional District that will be directly affected. S-chip was expanded 
from 7 million nationwide to 11 million. This will be signed sometime around President's Day. 
In regard to the bailout, the House passed a law adding oversight to see how the bailout money is 
used. Oversight was not included in the original bill passed under the former administration. The 
stimulus plan directly affects us with $3.4 billion for New York City alone, of that $1.6 billion 
directly for education and $1.6 billion for budget aid including Medicaid costs. Finally, the 
Congressman will not be able to attend the MTA public hearing on Wednesday, but Jonathan will 
present testimony to ensure that the 3rd Avenue bus line stays in place, as well as trying to 
maintain as much service as possible on our other bus lines and express lines. With regard to the 
M train, there are 17,000 local people who take that train every day, and the Congressman's office 
will do all they can to prevent the proposed cut. BM Bortnick asked what happened to the funding 
that former Congressman Fossella had committed in the 2012 budget for the 86

th 
Street subway 

station repairs. He asked that the new administration follow up and see that the money comes. 
Secondly, BM Bortnick spoke of the southwest waste transfer station, and asked if Congressman 
McMahon is committed to helping to prevent that from happening. Jonathan stated that the 
Congressman is still committed. BM May suggested that oversight be added for the MTA also. 
Jonathan stated that he will include that in his testimony. BM Ryan asked if the Congressman's 
office is handicapped accessible. Jonathan answered that there is a ramp. BM Ryan asked why 
the ramp is not out all the time and she would like to see a sign or an indication that a ramp is 

9 



available. Jonathan will address that. Chair Rasinya thanked Jonathan and stated that in regard to 
the $4 million, that money is very close to being released and improvements are in the works. The 
issue will be discussed at our February 11 th T&T Meeting. 

TREASURER'S REPORT - See Attached 

COMMITTEE REPORTS 

TRAFFIC AND TRANSPORTATION COMMITTEE 

The Traffic and Transportation Committee Report was rendered by T&T Chair Kieran. See 
Attached. 

In regard to the MTA proposal to utilize the east side of 4th Avenue at 86th Street for B64 and 
Staten Island buses to pickup and discharge passengers, a motion from the floor was made by BM 
Cassara, second by BM Bortnick to endorse a letter to the MTA and our elected officials to 
investigate the use of the east side of 4th Avenue and 86th Street for these buses. BM Stelter 
commented that the S79 originally stopped on the east side of 4th Avenue. 

Motion: To endorse a letter to the MTA and our elected officials to investigate the use of the 
east side of 4th Avenue and 86th Street for B64 and Staten Island buses to pickup and 
discharge passengers. All in favor; motion carried. 

With regard to 0021' s campaign to increase investment in the infrastructure of intermodal freight 
railroads, the T&T Committee voted to support a request to have the entire Board endorse 
communicating with our federal elected officials in support of the campaign. Motion by BM 
Stelter, second by BM May. 

Motion: To send a letter to our federal elected officials in support of Go21 's campaign to 
increase investment in the infrastructure of intermodal freight railroads. All in favor; 
motion carried. 

T&T Chair Kieran reminded all that the MTA Public Hearing on proposed service cuts will be 
held on Wednesday, January zs" at the Brooklyn Bridge Marriott. He urged all to attend if 
possible to let the MTA know the proposed cuts will not be tolerated. 

Senior Issues Committee 

The Senior Issues Committee Informational Report was rendered by Senior Issues Chair 
Quinones. See Attached. 
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BM Joudeh clarified that his remarks at the committee meeting might have been misinterpreted by 
HealthPlus regarding the former insurance policies for senior citizens where they would change 
their medication list every 25 days. He did not want HealthPlus to make the same mistakes. The 
issue was not against HealthPlus, he only brought up the issue because he sees first hand at his 
pharmacy practice the problems caused in the past by changes to the medication list. Chair 
Rasinya thanked BM Joudeh for his contribution to the Board as a professional on the Health and 
Welfare Committee. Chair Rasinya stated that BM Joudeh brings a prospective to the Committee 
that we did not have. 

Environmental Committee 

The Environmental Committee Informational Report was rendered by Environmental Chair Ahl. 
See Attached. BM Bortnick requested that in the future when representatives are invited to attend 
Committee meetings, that it be someone at a higher level than what we've been receiving. He 
commented that Assistant Commissioner Sapienza has missed 3 out of 5 ofour last Board 
Meetings. We can discount one because he attended the Committee meeting, rather than the 
Board Meeting. He feels that City Agencies should no longer send us smiling faces with a 
statement and come prepared to answer questions that we have, because we do seem to have some 
serious questions and BM Bortnick feels we are not hearing answers to them. Chair Rasinya 
stated that we normally do get answers to our questions, but if anyone feels that a question has not 
been answered they should let us know and we will share the answer if we have it, or we will get 
the answer from the appropriate agency. 

Police and Public Safety Committee 

The Police and Public Safety Committee Informational Report was rendered by Police and Public 
Safety Chair Pulaski. See Attached. Chair Rasinya commented that it is disgraceful the way 
Peggy O'Neill's is operated. He stated that we will have to work with SLA to get them to 
cooperate. John Imbriale agreed to tum over a new leaf, but as far as Chair Rasinya is concerned, 
the new leaf is just as soiled as the old leaf. 

Health and Welfare Committee 

The Health and Welfare Committee Informational Report was rendered by H&W Chair May. See 
Attached. 

NEW BUSINESS 

None 

OLD BUSINESS 
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None
 

EXECUTIVE SESSION (closed session)
 

Chair Rasinya adjourned the meeting at 9:55 pm. 
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CHAIRMAN'S REPORT
 
January 26, 2009
 

Good evening fellow Board Members and Guests. 

I want to take this opportunity to wish everyone a healthy and prosperous New Year. During 2008 
Community Board 10 addressed various community issues. While we shall continue to do this during 
2009, the continuing economic turmoil will, I am sure, have a direct impact upon our local area. Reduced 
budgets may result in a reduction in personnel in many city and state agencies. One of the most important 
areas of concern is Police and Public Safety. As we continue to see the number of officers assigned to the 
68th Precinct diminish from a few years ago, we must become more diligent in observing and reporting 
any action we see which is police related and is detrimental to our community and our quality of life. 
Please call Community Board lOin addition to the 68th Precinct with any such observations. This will 
allow us to work hand in hand with the 68th Precinct in addressing quality of life issues. 

Many of us may have noticed numerous empty stores in our community. While there are many reasons 
for this occurring, I want to urge everyone to shop locally whenever possible. By supporting our local 
merchants we can do our part in maintaining a viable business community. 

As the harsh reality of this economic downturn strikes our community, it becomes even more taxing upon 
our local food pantries. Whenever possible, please support our local food pantries by'donating food and 
toiletry items. 

I want to take this opportunity to thank Mayor Bloomberg for his foresight and proactive approach to the 
current budget crisis. The Mayor and our City Council Members, through diligent economic planning and 
making hard budget decisions, have managed to thus far keep New York City out of the abyss which 
many other cities have fallen into due to these difficult and extraordinarily hard economic times. Our 
elected officials representing us in Albany and Washington, DC have done an outstanding job in ensuring 
New York City gets its fair share of the federal and state budget expenditures. 

In closing, I want to thank each and every Board Member for their hard work and dedication. Your 
individual efforts have collectively helped maintain the high quality of life we have in our community and 
ensure that the problems which come before us are addressed to the best of our ability. 

Lastly, I want to thank our District Manager, Josephine Beckmann and Dorothy Garuccio, our 
Community Associate for the extraordinary effort they make in support ofeverything this Board does. 

?~ 
Dean Rasinya 
Chair 

DR:dg 

Respectfully submitted,' 



DISTRICT MANAGER'S REPORT
 

January 26, 2009
 

Good Evening Board Members: 

On behalf of the District Office staff, I would like to extend my congratulations and best wishes 
to our Chairperson Dean Rasinya and Officers and look forward to another exciting and 
productive year at CB 10. On behalf of Dorothy and myself, I would like to offer heartfelt 
congratulations to our new Secretary Ron Gross who is sitting up front for the first time and 
publicly thank him for helping me set up a computer template for our Community Board Ten 
transitional stationery. 

On January 13, 2009, I attended the Borough President's monthly Borough Cabinet meeting. I 
listened to a presentation regarding the upcoming Census 2010 which is already underway. 
Officials from Census 2010 informed us that they are required to open an office in each 
Congressional District. They are looking now for spaces and by October 2009 they will be 
announcing their locations. They provided us with brochures and pamphlets - anyone interested 
can contact the District Office for information. 

As you know the District Office continues to receive phone calls regarding the installation of cell 
towers in the District. We received notification about more antennae to be installed at 8801 
Shore Road. Last week, I received a letter from Queens Community Board Eleven regarding 
their plight with proliferation of cell towers and antennae. In their district they have over 800 
antennae and almost 100 tower structures. 

They have also met in Committee and in a letter dated January 9, 2009 they have asked Amanda 
Burden, Director of Dept of City Planning to review its current zoning regulation and develop a 
new text amendment that would strengthen rules and regulations for the placement of 
telecommunication towers and poles especially within residential districts. 

They also provided us with copies of a recent (December 2008) United States Court of Appeals 
decision made in response to a petition made by Sprint vs. the County of San Diego California. 
The County of San Diego enacted an ordinance establishing guidelines for the placement, design 
and processing of wireless antennae - certain set back requirement, camouflage, maintenance, 
and requiring a visual impact analysis. Sprint took action because they believed this ordinance 
violated the Telecommunications Act of 1996. The Court ruled in favor of the municipality 
stating that local governments have the ability to create and enforce reasonable zoning 
ordinances that might affect where and how a cellular tower is located, but that will not 
effectively prohibit cellular telephone service. 

Queens Community Board 11 is asking us to review their suggestions. I have forwarded this to 
our Chair and ZALUC Chair and they will be reviewing these issues shortly. 



"We have also received lTlany calls curious about the vvor-k. being perforlTled alongside the Belt 
Parkway near Fort Hamilton Army base. For those of you vvlto do not k.now this is a se-wer 

replacement contract known as the Avenue V Force Main Replaoerrrerrt Contract ~ It replaces 

sewer pipe from Avenue V Pumping Station to Owls Head. They have been working alongside 
the Belt Parkway and are now in our District. If you have any questions, we have a liaison who 
provides our office with weekly updates and we would be happy to share information with you. 

We have received the following Agency announcements. 

Time Warner Cable will be upgrading cable system and will be excavating along 3rd Avenue 
from 79th Street to so" Street. Work will begin on January 16,2009 and should be completed by 
Thursday, February 26, 2009. 

NYC Parks Department - is recruiting lifeguards - men and women 16 years of age - full time 
seasonal work at city beaches and pools. If you know anyone that is interested please call 311. 

The Borough President will be hosting his Fifth Annual Valentine's Day Champagne Reception 
for Brooklyn Sweethearts married 50 or more years. It will take place on Friday, February 13, 
2009 from 2:00 to 4:00 PM at the New York Marriott at Brooklyn Bridge, 333 Adams Street. 

I have saved the best for last, in my hand I have before you a letter from the Department of 
Citywide Administrative Services - providing us with the green light to begin our move, at long, 
long last.. Dorothy and I will be quite busy the next few weeks - All of February's Committee 
meetings have been scheduled for the current District Office - as it will take us a few weeks to 
get settled. 

Then next General Board Meeting for Community Board Ten will take place on Monday, 
February 23rd 7:15PM at the Knights of Columbus 1305 86th Street. 

Respectfully submitted, 

\\. ,~~~ 
Jdtphine Beckmann 

strict Manager 
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