
the Committee recommended by a voted of/our in the affirmative and zero in the 
negative that we amend the proposed amendment to the bylaws to read as follows: 

Article VII 

7.1 The Chairperson: 

(j) shall appoint and/or remove a parliamentarian; shall appoint and/or remove 
Chairpersons and members of Standing Committees of the Board and appoint and/or 
remove Chairpersons and members of such special committees, as appointed by the 
Board, as may from time to time be deemed necessary for the best performance of the 
Boards function. Appointments to committees shall be made annually and the members 
thereof shall serve until the end of the calendar year in which they were appointed. 

For reference (the amendment currently on the table) 

Article VII 

7.1 The Chairperson: 

(j) shall appoint and/or remove Chairpersons and members of Standing Committees of 
the Board and appoint and/or remove Chairpersons and members of such special 
committees, as appointed by the Board, as may from time to time be deemed necessary 
for the best performance of the Boards function. Appointments to committees shall be 
made annually and the members thereof shall serve until the end of the calendar year in 
which they were appointed. 

On the table then is a recommendation of such change to the proposed amendments. And a vote 
on the final proposed amendments. 

'\1 '
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Community Board 10
 
Military & Veterans Affairs Committee
 

Minutes
 
October 28,2009
 

The Military and Veteran's Affairs Committee met on October 28,2009 at the 
Community Board 10 office. In attendance were Dean Rasinya, Community Board Chair, 
Josephine Beckmann, District Manager, Judith Collins, Committee Chair, members present were 
as follows: Greg Ahl, Kevin Peter Carroll, Dino Lamia, Mary Nolan and Maryann Walsh. 
Invited guests were Team Leaders from the Fort Hamilton Base Lisa Sheehan and Maddy 
Pastorella. 

The meeting began with Chair Rasinya discussing the final draft of the Military Resource 
Guide that features discount coupons for various local businesses and useful addresses and phone 
numbers for military families to tap into what our community has to offer. Chair Rasinya stated 
that a large number of booklets will be distributed at the Fort Hamilton Base. At the same time, 
a letter will be sent to the merchants expressing the Board's appreciation along with a decal for 
their window. 

As Committee Chair, I wish to express appreciation to the local press for their coverage. 
An outcome of this publicity was that a local TV station, News 12, featured Coupons For the 
Military on their program and interviewed John Logue of Hinsch's and Stuart Schardin of 
Century 21. As a result, Sophia's Restaurant also stated an interest in participating in the 
program. 

We welcomed Team Leaders Lisa Sheehan and Maddy Pastorella who work with military 
personnel and their families. They were sent to Community Board 10 by Cathy Santo-Pietro 
who is on the Community Relations Staff for Fort Hamilton. The Leaders explained there are 
400 families and 300 school age children on the base. Team Leaders do an intake with new 
arrivals and welcome them to the facility, help them adjust to their surroundings on the Fort and 
provide them with travel training to get around the community. They were pleased with the 
information the Military Coupon Booklet provides and look forward to sharing these materials. 
The Team Leaders explained that they coordinate with District 20 school officials to maximize 
the educational experience of the children and also promote parental involvement. Ms. Sheehan 
and Ms. Pastorella run a large after-school program on the base and are enthusiastic about 
recreation outlets the community offers. 

After brainstorming on ways to inform the base on ongoing civic, recreational and 
entertainment events, we decided to ask local organizations to send us flyers and notices and we 
will make sure Cathy Santo-Pietro gets the information to share with the military and their 
families. Michael Festa, a Committee member, prepared a listing for Veterans of many websites, 
e-mail addresses, etc. These contacts will be useful for veterans to access news on benefits and 
keep up with fellow veterans. We plan to make a separate booklet available to the Veterans 



Administration and the Army Base. The Team Leaders said that there are retired veterans 
living on base now. 

The Team leaders said that they would like military families to visit Community Board lOin the 
future. 

.,
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Zoning and Land Use Committee Meeting
 
Community Board 10
 

November 2, 2009
 

Committee Members present: Ann Falutico, Michael Festa, Barbara Germack, Judie 
Grimaldi, Stephen Harrison, Scott Klein, Dino Lamia, Susan Pulaski, Fran Vella-Marrone, Mary 
Ann Walsh, and District Manager Josephine Beckmann. 

Guests present: Susan Tirotta from Assembly Member Janele Hyer-Spencer's office 

BSA Variance Application for Auto Repair Shop at 9319-9333 3rd Avenue; BSA Calendar 
Number 292-09-BZ 

This is an application for a variance to allow an existing auto repair shop which has been in 
operation since 1954 to continue in operation at the same location. According to the applicant, 
Martyn and Don Weston, who appeared and made a presentation and answered questions on 
behalf of the tenant of the premises which operates the auto repair shop, the existing shop 
was part of a gas company service station that had been permitted to operate at this location 
since 1954 under a BSA permit. The gas company decided to close the facility in 2004, 
removed the gas tanks and terminate its lease. The auto mechanic who was operating on the 
when it was also a gas station, Nick Orfanos, took over the lease and continued to operate the 
facility solely as an auto repair shop. Once the gas tanks were removed from the facility the 
use of the site was changed from "gas service station" to an "auto repair shop," which are 
separate ZR uses. This constitutes a "use" change even though both "uses" fall under the 
same Use Group Category set forth in the ZR. Notwithstanding this, the gas company (the 
former tenant) failed to renew the existing variance which had expired on 12/7/99 and a new 
variance is required to be filed. No complaints have been received by the District Office 
concerning this establishment. 

ZALUC discussed the application and asked about the parking of cars on the sidewalk 
adjacent to the facility which had been observed members of the committee. There was also 
concern about the use of the lot after hours by those who were not permitted to park there 
under the proposed/current use. The Chair also asked the applicant to provide information 
concerning the environmental remediation of the site following removal of the gas tanks, 
who was responsible to undertake and complete said remediation, which the applicant agreed 
to do at the general meeting. The applicant indicated the likelihood of ongoing remediation 
due to possible gas leakage and also advised of a fire violation against the premises that is 
being resolved. 

Based on the information provided ZALUC voted to approve the application by a vote of 9 to 
1 with one recusal subject to review of the additional information requested and the proviso 
that the applicant agree not to park vehicles on the sidewalk or use the lot after hours for uses 
not associated with the business. 



Information Report and Recommendation on Curb Cut Issues. 

DM Josephine Beckmann has given special recent attention to the ongoing and increasing 
prevalence of curb cuts problem in the District (and their contribution to the scarcity of on­
street parking) by surveying the neighborhood, researching particular curb cuts and 
compiling a file on a number of curb cut locations through out the neighborhood in an 
attempt to determine how widespread and faceted the problems are. Special attention was 
paid to categories of curb cuts, including, those installed without a permit, the number of 
violations issued for those curb cuts without a permit, the number of permits that were issued 
after self-certification of applications that may not be zoning compliant and the number of 
illegal parking pads- those front yards that are used for parking without an actual cut to the 
curb. 

ZALUC has decided to make these curb cut issue a priority, work toward bringing attention 
to the problem citywide and enacting measures to address it. To this end tile committee 
proposes the following: 

1. Follow up with the Borough President's office to review any information, reports and data 
it may have about the problem and indicate our concern; 
2. Find out the status of NYC Council legislation that had been proposed by Councilrnember 
Gentile to deal with the problem, which we understand did not make it out of committee and 
thus was not addressed by the entire council; 
3. From the work of DM Beckmann, create a dossier on some 20 egregious examples of non­
compliant and or illegal curb cuts throughout our district to support a campaign to encourage 
other community board that suffer these problems and provide them with guidance on how to 
create similar anecdotal files to use in support of citywide action to address these problems. 
To this end, we will then contact all 59 community board and follow up in order to build 
support for legislative and possibly other remedies. 
4. Making text change suggestions to the proposed law to make it more effective. 

Community member and architect Bob HuDock, who frequently attends ZALUC meetings, 
has agreed to assist us with this ongoing project. 

c!:..espectfully ~/.~.tted, 

(\2iW-tLQ.. D~ 
~anne Seminara 

Chair 



Police and Public Safety Committee Report ofNovember 5, 2009 

The Police and Public Safety Committee met on Thursday November 5,2009 at the 
Community Board Office on Fifth Avenue at 7:00 PM. We met to discuss an update on 
noise complaints at nightspots in the Community Board 10 area; community request for 
alternations to future sound permits issued for Dyker Beach Park on Sundays; and 
homeless concerns in the Board area. 

Those in attendance were committee members Michael Casale, Judith Collins, Anna 
DeMetz, George Fontas, Habib Joudeh, Mary Nolan, Mary Ann Walsh, Susan Pulaski, 
Chair ofthe committee; and Josephine Beckmann, District Manager. Also in attendance 
representing the 68th Precinct were Police Officers Joe Trischetta and Marco Venezia; 
Danielle Minelli, Director of the Street Homelessness Unit and Melvyn Romero, Director 
of Community Relations both from the Department of Homeless Services; Annie Pospisil 
and Shana Wertheimer of Common Ground; and five concerned community residents. 

We first addressed, another neighborhood noise problem, that of the sound permit 
situation at Dyker Beach Park. A petition to improve the quali~-of-life was presented to 
the Board signed by 21 individuals living across the park on 86 Street and as far away as 
85th Street and from iz" to 14th Avenues asking the Board for help in improving the 
situation that exists on Sundays from May to October for a group of ethnic dancers who 
use amplified sound all day up until 8:00 PM in the park adjacent to the playground area. 
In addition to the names on the petition, Josephine has received an additional 10 
complaints regarding this situation. Note that the residents put this petition together 
because they felt that just by calling 311 has not alleviated the problem. The noise is so 
loud that it disturbs the residents all day and all evening. Several of the petitioners 
attended our meeting to voice their concerns in person. 

The residents stated that a soccer group applies and receives a permit for sporting 
activities, but never shows up at the time. Instead, an ethnic dance group comes in their 
place. Note that the permit is not an amplified sound permit nor is it a dance permit. 
The dance group uses an amplified sound system with a DJ. The sound is created via the 
use of large speakers wired from cars parked nearby. The blasted sound is deafening and 
continuous and is louder than at a club. The vibrations are enormous. Residents, who are 
all home because this happens only on Sundays, cannot open their windows in the spring 
and summer. The group attracts up to 800-900 people, which creates an overcrowding 
situation. Then, after 8:00 PM when the dancing ceases, groups of people start drinking, 
using drugs and barbequing in the park until 11:00 PM. Some residents, who have lived 
across from the park for 26 years, stated that in all that time they have lived there, they 
have never had this noise situation from sporting activities. It was noted by the residents 
that the group after 8:00 PM may not be the group that dances. 

One of the residents that attended, who lives directly across from where the dancing takes 
place, stated that she is not bothered by the noise and does not feel it was excessively 
loud. She feels that it is nice that costumed dancers have an activity that they enjoy doing 



and have found a place to do it at. It was suggested by our committee that another 
location could to be found for this group. 

The police department has confirmed that the permit does not list dancing or amplified 
sound. The Parks Department has also been contacted and they do not know who the 
dance group is. Since the season for permits has ended for 2009 and the new permit 
season for 2010 has not begun, it was suggested that the Parks Department be contacted 
concerning this problem. Also, the Board's Parks Committee has also been alerted about 
this situation and another meeting with that committee and the Parks Department may be 
held at a future date. Neighbors also want to see a police presence and crowd control in 
the park. However, as happens in other locations, when the police are called and they 
come and attend to the situation, the behavior starts up again when they leave. 

Josephine sent a communique to the Parks Department after our meeting outlining the 
situation and asking for a follow-up meeting with the Parks Department and the Police 
Department. Josephine received an answer from Parks stating that the Park Manager was 
alerted about this soccer group and that they not obtain permits for next year. The 
manager will meet with those who issue the permits for 2010 and go over permit 
procedures. 

The next item that was addressed is the homeless situation in our neighborhood. Two 
people from the Department ofHomeless Services and two from Common Ground were 
invited and attended our meeting. 

Josephine had also provided a list of 11 homeless areas to our Precinct prior to the 
meeting. The areas of concentration for the homeless in our area are all along 3rd and 5th 

Avenues; Brady's Hole; under roadway overpasses; park triangles; mostly small parks, 
but larger parks as well; some subway entrances and some commercial storefronts. 

Our invited guests gave us a presentation of how their agencies work and how they 
address homeless individuals and relayed personal stories. It should be noted that these 
two agencies, the Department of the Homeless and Common Ground work together to 
solve this problem. Common Ground is a pioneer in the development of supportive 
housing and other research-based practices that end homelessness. They have a network 
of well designed affordable apartments and are linked to services to help these people 
maintain their housing, restore their health and regain their economic independence. 

They spoke of the Code Blue procedure they use in the winter checking the homeless 
every two hours when with temperatures goes below 30 degrees or a wind chill of20 
degrees or below; the Vulnerability Index, which are those homeless who have been on 
the streets the longest, who have the most disabling conditions and those who are the 
least likely to access housing resources; and the type of outreach they do in the 
community, namely having a 24 hour presence of staff to interview individuals and give 
them a list of services that are available to them and also a case management service 
group that work Mondays through Fridays from 9 to 5 with medical services, psychiatric 
evaluation, temporary and permanent housing. 



The told us that the homeless in our community are from our community. The homeless 
may access the homeless shelters in the city at any. However, they stated that many 
homeless do not chose to do this. They want to maintain their autonomy and 
independence which disappears when they enter a shelter. So, the city has created a new 
type ofplace for them called Safe Havens. Safe Havens have no rules, especially no 
alcohol and drug rules and no curfews. There will be a new Safe Haven opening January 
1 in East New York with 55 beds. Homeless still remain on the street while they are 
being processed through the system. It takes a while to build a report and it takes a while 
to convince these individuals to accept placement These agencies work with the DOT, 
Sanitation, Parks and Police Departments. They also rely on local groups, like the 
Community Boards, to report locations of the homeless, as well as individuals calling 
into 311. Through the good work of these groups there has been a 2/3 drop over the last 
4 years of homeless in Brooklyn and Queens. 

Our Board will continue to update the Department ofHomeless on locations in our area 
and Josephine will share our list with them. They also invited Josephine to come out 
with them when they make their rounds, so she can identify, first hand, the homeless 
spots in our neighborhood. 

Lastly, we addressed, once again, the noise complaints of nightspots in the area. The 
soundproofing at Shennigan's has been completed and it has greatly helped in silencing 
the loud noise that had been a problem there for a long time. However, there has been no 
improvement with the sound problem at RJ's. RJ's has consistently avoided responding 
to our invitations to come to our meetings to address the complaints that we have 
received from neighbors about the excessive loud noise from their place. Remember that 
there were two SLA complaints filed against Shennigan's. As a result, the SLA closed 
Shennigan's for 10 days and during that time Shennigan's put in the soundproofing. RJ's 
has not received any summons for any bad behaviors and has never been closed down. 

Our committee feels that this situation has gone on long enough and we are as frustrated 
as the neighbors who are complaining, in getting this resolved, so we want to take the 
next step in resolving it. We discussed what has happened since our last meeting. 

The DEP did respond to our request and visited two apartments to check on the sound 
level near RJ's. The meter reading did not reach 47 decibels--the threshold needed to 
write a summons. (Note: Josephine provided the committee with a pamphlet ofNYC's 
Noise Code given to her from the DEP, where we could all read the law.) We asked 
again why the DEP can't do an outside (street) reading? Then we addressed having our 
precinct obtain a sound meter, since other precincts' have one and since the law states 
that the NYDP is allowed to take sound readings. It was noted that all meters must have 
an official that is qualified and trained in its use. We have decided as a Board to take 
steps in having our local precinct obtain a meter and get the proper training. 

Then we discussed Section 24-244 of the Administration Code on the Unreasonable 
Noise Summons Rule. It gives police the ability to give a summons for noise without 



using a meter. The police department and our Board will look in to this further to see if 
we can use this code while waiting to obtain a sound meter. 

The police also said that they were planning on having another meeting of local bars to 
go over rules and regulations of running law abiding and good neighbor establishments. 
Perhaps, RJ's will attend this one. We also discussed that when RJ's license comes up 
next year that we ask the SLA to place a noise restraints clause on their renewal license. 
If we do not achieve success with these measures, we will then contact our local elected 
officials to help us solve the noise problems. 

Lastly, the problem of teens congregating outside of Sally's on Third Avenue in the 
morning before classes begin at Fort Hamilton High School has died down because the 
weather has gotten cooler. 

" 



Emergency Responder and Damage Prevention Training Program 

The Buckeye Pipeline Company invited the Community Board 10's Police and Public 
Safety Committee to attend dinner/workshop at the LeGreci/Staaten on Staten Island. The event 
took place of Monday, October 26, 2009 from 5:30 to 8:00 PM. The Buckeye Pipeline Company 
has worked very cooperatively with Community Board lOon public safety issues and pipeline 
installation in Community Board 10. 

Represented at the meeting were New York City Fire Department personnel and New 
York City Office of Emergency Management employees, as well as, consultants from other 
utilities. Judith Collins of Community Board 10 Police and Safety Committee, Chair of former 
Homeland Security Subcommittee, attended the meeting. Paradigm Liaison Services, LLC 
provided the training for the responders on Leak Recognition and Response, Pipeline 
Regulations for High Consequence Areas and a Review Emergency Response Basics. 

During the meeting, the trainer said that the pipeline serves a critical national 
infrastructure. Our nation has over 2.4 million miles of pipeline. The pipeline provides 65% of 
our nation's energy. 

According to the trainer and the literature, the number one cause of accidental leaks is 
excavation with construction equipment. By law, excavator and contractors working in New 
York City and Long Island must notify DigNet of New York and Long Island, 1-800-272-4480, 
or call Sl l. One may also contact them online at www.DigNetNYCLI.com. Workshop materials 
will be on file at the Community Board 10 office. 

Respectful.ly sUbmi~ b'iJ§ ~ 

~~
 
Judith Collins 
Member of Police and Public Safety Committee 



COMMUNITY BOARD TEN . , 
EDUCATION COMMITTEE REPORT ~ 

for the November 16, 2009 Meeting 

The Education Committee met November 9, 2009 at the new office at 7:30 :P,M.;/'fhe following 
Board Members were present: Siti Cheng new member, Tom Colasuonno and I. 
the board was Chair Rasinya, Vice Chair Walsh, District Manager Josephine Beckmann. Guest 
C.E.C. District 20 Laurie Windsor, Fred Maley and Steve Gonzalez NYC Construction 
Authority. Susan Tirotta of Ass. Hyder-Spencer, John Quaglione of Sen. Golden office and Tom 
Greene community. 

~"'~ 
Mr. Greens thank the committee for moving him plan forward fpcm fifth space to second. He
 
know fund are tight and the budget is bad but the hope is there.
 

Mr. Steve Gonzalez and Fred Maley spoke to us ofall the new schools that open this year and
 
those that will be opening very soon. They gave us a copy of the building and how many new
 
seats per site.
 
District was one of the largest in growth 6,121 additional seats this year.
 

The new schools open with only one grade at a time. The lowest grade first. We will not see the
 
changes until three year from now. Six new schools opened and five addition will open soon.
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COMMUNITY BOARD 10
 
NOMINATING COMMITTEE REPORT
 

For November 17, 2009 CB10 Meeting
 

The Nominating Committee met on Monday, November 9, 2009, at 6:30 PM. All 
members were present: Greg Ahl, Michael Casale, Doris Cruz, Mary Nolan and Dilia 
Schack, Chairperson. 

I reported to the committee the names of all interested in running and the position 
they seek. Six Board Members informed District Manager Josephine Beckmann oftheir 
interest in seeking an officer position and also submitted with a brief summary about 
themselves. 

After reviewing the nominations, they Committee recommends the following 
slate. 

Treasurer - Mary Ann Walsh J 5 - 0 by the Committee 

Secretary - Eleanor Schiano J J' 5 - 0 by the Committee 

Vice-Chairperson - Brian Kiernan 5 - 0 by the Committee 

Chairperson - Joanne Seminara I 3 - 2 by the Committee 

The meeting adjourned at 7:15 P.M. 

Respectfully submitted, 

~/yMIJ 
Dilia R. Schack 
Chairperson 

\J. 
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COMMUNITY BOARD 10
 
NOMINATING COMMITTEE '-~tPORT
 

For November 17, 2009
 

The Nominating Committee met on Tuesday, October 27,2009, at 7:05 PM. The 
following members were present: Greg Ahl , Doris Cruz, Mary Nolan and Dilia Schack, 
Chairperson. Rev. Michael Casale was excused officiating service. 

The Committee reviewed Articles VI and VII, dealing with: the election of offices; 
succession, resignation and removal of officers; and terms of officer. Next, the 
Committee reviewed the guidelines set up by former Chair Robert Buonvino. The 
Committee Member present unanimously decides that District Manger Josephine 
Beckman shall send e-mails to all Board Members or a letter to inform then of the current 
positions that are open due to term limits. We asked that persons interested in serving as 
officer declare the office they seek, provide the Committee with brief summary of their 
qualifications, past and present community and civic activities, and what they can bring 
to the position. 

These notices will be sent the next day, October 28,2009. Board Members will be 
asked to respond by the close of business on Wednesday, November 4,2009. 

The meeting adjourned at 7:28 PM. 

Respectfully submitted, 

~!?/1~ o u-. -(jYl&' C 

Dilia R. Schack 
Chairperson 
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STATE LIQUOR AUTHORITY -NEW APPLICATIONS & RENEWALS
 

Name/Address Received at CD 10 Status 

Knights of Christopher, Inc., 1012 Bay Ridge Ave. 11-9-09 Renewal 

Xtreme Billiards & Bar Inc., 823 65th Street 11-10-09 Alteration Application to install 
an additional stand-up bar 

Crown KTV Inc., 848 64th Street 11-13-09 New Application for an On­
Premise liquor license 

Ten Brothers Team, Inc., d/b/a Bistro Cafe, 11-17-09 Notice ofIntent 
7204 3rd Avenue 

City 9316 Inc., d/b/a Fushimi Japanese Cuisine 
& Lounge, 9316 4th Avenue 

11-23-09 New Application 

Athena on 7ih Street Inc., 484 tih Street 11-24-09 New Application 

Rocco's Pizzeria & Restaurant Inc., 7818 s" Avenue 11-25-09 Renewal 


