


Police and Public Safety Committee Report of September 21, 2009

The Police and Public Safety Committee met on Thursday, September 10, 2009 at the
Community Board Office on Fifth Avenue at 6:30 PM. We met to discuss the SLA
application for Crown KTV at 848 64™ Street, noise complaints regarding RJ’s Bar &
Grill at 8812 Third Avenue and ongoing community complaints regarding Shenanigan’s
at 8901 Third Avenue. It was a long meeting, adjourning at 8:45 PM.

Those in attendance were committee members Michael Casale, Judith Collins, Anna
DeMetz, George Fontas, Mary Nolan, Michael Quinones, Mary Ann Walsh, Susan
Pulaski, Chair of the committee; Ron Gross, Community Board Member; Dean Rasinya,
Chair of Board; Brian Kieran, Treasurer of the Board; and Josephine Beckmann, District
Manager. Also in attendance representing the 68™ Precinct were Police Officers Joe
Trischetta and Marco Venezia; Barbara Albanese represented Councilman Gentile’s
office; attorney, Glenn Wright represented Crown KTV and roughly 25 concerned
community residents.

Crown KTV was the first item on the agenda. The owners of this establishment attended
along with their attorney, Glenn Wright. To bring this SLA application up-to-date, we
need to go back to August 26™ when the application was brought to the SLA for a
hearing. Brian Kieran represented the Community Board at the hearing and spoke on our
behalf. If you recall, our Board sent a lengthy letter to the SLA on March 31%, after our
“opposition to the application” vote at the March 16™ meeting listing all of our comments
and concerns for this establishment located within 500 feet of public grammar school P.S.
69. The letter listed the inconsistencies between what the Crown KTV’s SLA Restaurant
and Wine application stated and what we were told by the owners at their presentation to
our March 11™ committee meeting, namely that it is to be a karaoke/music night club
with 11 private rooms, a smaller VIP room and a large bar room with no security system
and a capacity to hold 164 persons and that would require a public assembly permit. In
addition, the Executive Committee of the Board met on September 2nd to go over the
testimony that Brian gave at the August SLA hearing. Mr. Wright and the owners of
Crown KTV were invited to our September 10™ meeting. Mr. Wright attended as well as
three owners, one relative and eight people from the Asian community.

I explained the background of our two March meetings to the committee and then Brian
took over explaining what had transpired at the SLA hearing and at the Executive
Committee meeting. Since Crown KTV is a new establishment and has no official
complaints against them, all that our Board’s concerns have accomplished to-date is just a
delay in the granting of Crown KTV’s license. Brian outlined a list of stipulations, some
of which were stated in our Board letter to the SLA, that he felt were appropriate to have
the owners of Crown KTV adhere to and thus amending their application, so that their
establishment would comply to the law and speed up their application acceptance. The
~Board at out September 21 meeting would then revisit its vote of March 16™ where we
recommended to the SLA that this application be denied.



We asked the owners what background they have in the restaurant business and they
stated that they own a diner in Manhattan, a restaurant in Brooklyn and a club in New
Jersey. The owners wanted the committee to understand that their objective is to run a
place that is profitable in this economy and the more stipulations that are requested make
it harder for them to turn-a-profit. It was also noted that the SLA has had many
applications from owners of this type of establishment, mainly in Manhattan, and has had
many of the same concerns that we expressed in our application denial letter.

The list of stipulations that Brian outlined, includes items such as securing a security
system, a definitive business plan, subleasing to promoters, hours of operation,
occupancy numbers, etc. At this time, I look to Brian to give us a presentation--in detail-
-of these stipulations. Please note that our committee voted to accept this list and to have
them made a part of an amended application to the SLA and in doing so voted to
recommend Crown KTV’s SLA application.

BRIAN’S REPORT and then the MOTION to Recommend, DISCUSSION and VOTE.

Then we discussed night-life problems, a repeated theme at our meetings, of two
establishments on Third Avenue, namely RJ’s and Shennigan’s. If you recall
Shennigan’s was mentioned at our June meeting as receiving the majority of
neighborhood complaints. Nothing has changed in this regard over the summer. [
walked along Third Avenue on a Friday evening in June at 1:30 AM and what I observed
was one big Third Avenue block party with Third Avenue’s bar patrons lining the
sidewalks along the way. However, in spite of the numerous bars that we have on this
avenue, only a few places, namely Shennigan’s and RJ’s receive complaints from
neighborhood residents. These complaints are mostly for excessive loud noise, which we
addressed in June. '

At least eight community residents came to our meeting and spoke at length about
excessive noise emanating from these two places until 3:30 and 4:00 AM. Note: the
owners of these two establishments were invited to attend the meeting, but did not. The
owners from Shennigan’s—there are 10 of them—told our Board office that they are out-
of-town a lot and that it is impossible for them to attend our meetings. Just amazing!

Our committee members listened for almost an hour to the residents. The residents said
that they are frustrated, disgusted, and feel helpless that their complaints do not produce
results. They came to our meeting to tell us first hand the depth of the situation. They
are sleep deprived, their quality-of-life and health are being jeopardized, and they feel
that they are being held hostage by the situation. They say that the customers run these
establishments, the bouncers are nasty, hostile and arrogant and that the establishments
know that they will get away with their offensive behavior. They are reaching out to us
for help. Note that Josephine walked by RJ’s the other night and said the noise was
“outrageous.”



The residents noted that many of them have lived in their apartments for years and have
not had any problems until the present owners took over. Note that RJ’s took over the
location that housed Harry Grattin’s for years.

The police officers present said that they sat down with the owners and gave them
guidelines for running good, law abiding, good neighbor establishments. They told us
that the police can’t write a summons for loud music; that their officers are not trained to
do this. It’s the DEP, (Department for Environmental Protection) who can collect the
evidence and write a summons. Josephine has reached out to the DEP, but they are
tremendously backlogged, so they haven’t had a chance to check on our noise
complaints. Note that the DEP doesn’t do noise street readings. They only do readings
from residents’ apartments. If they find that the reading is of a certain level, then they
can write a summons. Josephine said she would contact the DEP again. She asked the
residents to suggest an appropriate date and time for the DEP to come and register the
noise level in their apartments. The residents suggested a Friday or Saturday at 1:30 AM.

Other strategy was discussed, i.e. sound proofing the establishments. This is a costly
endeavor and it was mentioned that the cost impacts the profit of a business. Also
discussed were replacing residents’ windows with sound proof windows, but that is also
costly running about $425 per window and that they decrease the noise level by only
25%. Other suggestions were keeping a diary of the noise and complaints, tape recording
the noise, photographing the situation and suing the establishments in Civil Court with a
class action lawsuit

It was noted by the police officers that there were two SLA complaints filed against
Shennigan’s. As a result, the SLA has presently closed Shennigan’s for 10 days due to
the fact that they did not pay a fine that was imposed on them. The sign on the window
says “Closed for Renovations.” One of the owners called the Board office to say that
they are now putting in sound proofing.

Susan J. Pulaski /éﬂﬂ L,



SEP-21-2803 B2:47P FROM: T0:917188362447 P.2/6

September 21, 2009

At a regularly scheduled meeting of the Police and Public Safety Committee (P &PS)
held on September.8; 2009 at the district office the Committee added an SLA application request
by Glenn Wright, F&q., to the agenda. The Board recommended to disapprove of the application
for a Beer/Wine restaurant licence at our March 2009 meeting. The matter was before the SLA
Board for a hearing on Augusbl% 2009. Brian Kieran attended the SLA hearing to add the
objection of the Board to the record before the Authority. The applicants who did not appear
before the Board in March appeared with their representative Glenn Wright on August 44, 2009
and announced to the Authority a willingness to address many of the concerns our Board Kad
about the license application. The hearing was adjourned and the applicant was invited to the
September-&, 2009 P & PS Committee meeting in order to see if there was a way to have a
positive outtome from the application process. The principals of Crown/KTV Inc. want to
operate a karaoke lounge at 848_84-th Street. Since they did not have an opportunity to be heard,
the matter of a renewed submission of the application was added to the P &PS agenda. The
Committee met in quorum where the applicants and their representative agreed to a 12 point plan
to assure adequate security and safety measures so that the karaoke lounge will not disturb its
neighbors and have a chance to succeed. Specifically the applicants agreed to make safety,
security and method of operation promises that would become part of their application and a
condition of their licensure.

READ THE PROPOSED STIPULATION

With those promises in place the Committee voted unanimously to recommend approval
of the renewed application for a Beer/Wine license for Crown/KTV at 848 64™ Street. Call for a
motion

Respectfully submitted,

/)/) / LAt "’i"'- J A,
P & PS Committee




The undersigned, an Officer duly authorized to execute this stipulation on behalf of

Crown KTV Inc. , a New York corporation which owns and operates a karaoke lounge located at
848 64" Street, Brooklyn, N.Y. agrees and covenants in this acknowledged and notarized
stipulation to the following 12 conditions. This stipulation shall be submitted to the New York
State Liquor Authority as the conditions under which a Restaurant Wine/Beer license shall be
issued to the undersigned by the Authority. The undersigned agree, covenant and stipulate that
as a condition of licensure:

1.

They shall operate only as a karaoke lounge/restaurant and they will comply with all New
York State Liquor Authority rules and regulations concerning music and noise. They will
comply with all licensing requirements of the -Department of Consumer Affairs, if applicable,
inclusive of those pertaining to cabaret licenses;
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. They shall employ two licensed security guards during the #88p.m. to 4 a.m. hours of

operation;

. They shall only admit persons 21 years of age and older in the establishment;

. They shall have an “i-checked” video identification system on the premises. They shall have a

full time employee or security guard trained in its use operate the system. The record of all
customers’ identifications shall be kept by the undersigned for at least sixty days.

. They shall have a video surveillance security system with at least 9 functional cameras to

monitor the entrances, exits, bar and hallway areas which will be observed by the principals,
employees or the security personnel;

. They shall have at least four employees working from 4 p.m. to 8 p.m. and at least eight

employees working from 8 p.m. to 4 a.m. inclusive of the principals;

. They shall not use a velvet rope or similar barricade on the sidewalk outside of the

establishment;

. They shall stop serving alcoholic beverages at least 2 hours before the close of business every

Sunday, Monday, Tuesday and Wednesday:.;

. They will not utilize the service of a “promoter” (i.e. a person or entity who maintains an

will also not permit a “promoter” to rent out the or use the establishment;

10. They will not sublet space in the establishment; they shall ensure that any patron or customer

shall comply with this stipulation;

11. They will give thirty days notice to the District Manager of Community Board 10 of any

plans to change the floor plan or method of operation of the karaoke lounge. ;




12. They will utilize a sign on the exterior of the establishment that describes it as a restaurant,
~“bar, or a karaoke lounge. They will not utilize any sign that uses the term “music club or .
night club”;



Community Board # 10
Health and Welfare Committee Meeting
September 14, 2009

The Health and Welfare Committee met at the Board Office on September 14,
2009. In attendance were: Josephine Beckman, District Manager, Mary Ann Walsh,
Vice-Chair-CB#10, Judith Collins, H/W Committee Member, Jeannie May, Chair, /W
Committee. We had a journalism student join us as well, who is working in the area to
learn more about our community.

Our first item of business was to review a document sent tg our commi wlaéf:h
outlined the actions of a city-wide organizati °°E’éﬁ&%§’€&é ‘ “?P%Km&m §

being active participants in the development of their communities. It was felt that the
efforts that are focused within each area have been accomplished in the CB#10 zone.
However, the group offers to work between communities and it was the consensus of our
assembled group that this issue would be more appropriate for Executive Board Member
review as it would involve cooperation with neighboring communities.

The second and final item of business was an update on flu season and
vaccination protocols.

In August I attended a meeting offered by the CDC in Manhattan. It was entitled,
“The Public Engagement Project on the HIN1 Vaccination Program. In attendance were
80-90 participants as well as experts from the CDC. These meetings have been held
across the country in a variety of settings—urban, suburban and rural alike; in an effort to
determine how the country feels the vaccination process for HIN1 should be approached.

A Pre-test of knowledge of influenza history and issues was first done. We then
watched an informative video on the history of pandemic influenza. This video is
available on the CDC website and 1 would encourage all to watch it. I found it
informative and helpful in formulating thoughts on how the CDC might proceed with
HIN1 vaccine. In addition, the video did an excellent job of differentiating between
Seasonal Flu and HIN1.

Throughout the day we had Breakout sessions to discuss Flu Vaccine Program
Choices as well as ratings of those choices. There was a representative group that felt
that a full frontal effort should be pursued in an effort to manage the spread of HIN1.
Another group, was opposed to any vaccination process. This was based on concerns
about the mercury/heavy metal preservative which has been in the media in the past 8-10
years. There was concern expressed about whether live or dead virus is used. A larger
faction expressed a wish to proceed, guided by the results of vaccine in the Southem
Hemisphere. The finatl tally of this was that a moderate approach with PSAs focusing on
good handwashing, staying home if you feel sick, covering the mouth and nose with
sneezing and coughing.
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The groups identified most at risk are young children (due to lack of exposure in
their young lives), those of child-bearing age, individuals with compromised immune
systems (receiving chemo, on steroids, organ rejection medications, etc) as well as those
in close caregiving contact for others.

The HIN1 virus has properties that were part of this pandemic of 1918 so it is felt
that the elderly may have some conferred immunity from the Spanish flu of 1918. So for
the first time they are not a likely target group as they are for the Seasonal Flu
vaccination.

The Seasonal Flu vaccine is now available and can be obtained through primary
healthcare sites, volunteer organizations as well as many workplaces. Seasonal flu has
recently been mandated by the State for a number of workplaces. It has not yet been
determined if HIN1 will be mandated. It is advised that Seasonal flu vaccine be taken
first as it takes days to weeks to begin to develop immunity and it is not advised to take
both Seasonal and HIN1 in tandem.

Originally, it was thought that HIN1 would require two injections three-four
weeks apart. This would impact compliance if people have to return for a second
vaccination. The current results coming out of the Southern Hemisphere show promise
for one vaccination giving adults coverage, these results however are preliminary and
more information is being sought. Vaccination for HIN1 is projected to be available in
October, 2009. The information being given by many physician offices is for the double
vaccination a minimum of three weeks apart for HIN1.

Information is coming available on a daily basis.

Respectfully Submitted, %

Jeannie May
Chair, Health and Welfare Committee



Minutes of the Parks Committee Meeting of September 15, 2009

The meeting was opened at 7:20 P.M. The committee met to learn about three issues.
The first issue was a presentation by Linda Allegretti of Shore Park Garden Council
concerning a new organization in Bay Ridge called the Shore Road Parks Conservancy.
The second issue was a presentation by Bernadette Hoban from Friends and Neighbors of
Owl’s Head Park concerning a Kaplan grant awarded to her group. The third issue for
discussion was the unofficial dog run at Dyker Beach Park.

The Shore Road Parks Conservancy meets on the second Wednesday of every month at
Shore Hill. It welcomes new members and prefers e-mail contacts. Linda Allegretti read
the mission statement for the Shore Road Parks Conservancy. The mission statement is as
follows: The Shore Road Parks conservancy is a not for profit 501¢3 community based
organization established to maintain, improve, promote and protect the acres of parkland
and waterfront area of Bay Ridge, from the Verrazano Bridge to and including Owl’s
Head Park, for the enjoyment of the public by coordinating the effort of government
agencies and volunteers and securing public and private funding. The Parks Committee
agreed with Linda on the need for this umbrella organization and thanked her for the
information.

Bernadette Hoban explained problems at Owl’s Head Park including severe erosion
issues. She gave background information on her organization and what they have
accomplished so far with their efforts to restore the park. She related the history
involving the Kaplan Grant of $42,000 given to her volunteer group. Her group has
approximately $22,000 left from that grant. The group would like to put in landscaping
and a staircase into the park at Narrows Avenue to control some of the erosion problems.
Shannon Florist did the design and helped with choosing the appropriate plants. The
Parks Department has not approved the design nor enabled this project to move along. If
this project is not implemented, Friends and Neighbors of Owl’s Head Park will lose the
grant money. The grant money will go into the general fund of the Parks Department and
be used somewhere else. The group would like the help of the community board in
getting this project approved for Owl’s Head Park so they will not lose the fundmg We
need a motion from the floor to send a letter of support.

The committee discussed the status of the dog run at Dyker Beach Park. Although it is
not an official dog run, the Parks Department has put up signage around the arca as well
as some fencing. We were led to believe that this is an insurance issue concerning
liability for injuries involving dogs. This may need some further investigation.

The chair read a letter from the School Construction Authority with the encouraging
information that the temporary classrooms across from Telecommunications High School
will be dismantled and the park area restored according to the design previously approved
at a Community Board meeting,.

Respectfully submitted,
Eleanor M. Petty Parks Chairperson
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STATE LIQUOR AUTHORITY - NEW APPLICATIONS & RENEWALS

Name/Address Received at CB 10 Status

Donut Stop Corp., 9406 3" Avenue 9-14-09 Renewal

6510 Food Corp., d/b/a La Sorrentina Pizzeria 9-15-09 Alteration of premise to

& Restaurant, 6508-6510 11™ Avenue include adjoining property at

6506 11™ Avenue and to also serve
wine & beer in the new premises

Bay Ridge Pizza, 7704 5% Avenue 9-15-09 Renewal
Cafeteria on 3" Avenue Inc., d/b/a The Village, 9-21-09 New Application
7902 3" Avenue

Bangkok Tokyo Corp, 8318 3" Avenue 9-25-09 Renewal
Castillo De Jagua Deli Rest., 6811 4™ Avenue 9-29-09 Renewal
Blue Zoo Lounge, 8402 3™ Avenue 10-1-09 Renewal
Status Q Billiards Inc., 8218 3™ Avenue 10-1-09 Renewal
9519 Third Avenue Restaurant Corp., d/b/a Embers, 10-5-09 Renewal
9519 3" Avenue

PMC Bakery Corp., d/b/a Jean Danet Bakery, 10-6-09 Renewal
7526 5™ Avenue



